






















BY BLAIR & RIVES. 








First Session, 247TH Coneress. 








Mr, EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, made unfavorable reports on 
the bills for the relief of Elisha Moreland and 
others, William Walker and others, and Daniel 
Bush; also, reported favorably, without amend- 
ment, the bill bor the relief of Daniel Jeffers. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, to whom 


had been referred the amendment of the House | 


to the bill to give effect to patents for public lands 
issued in the names of deceased persons, made a 
report, recommending that the g 
said amendment; and the amendment wasaccord- 
ingly concurred in. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, reported a bill providing for the || 
appointment of three additional paymasters of the | 


Army; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, offered the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed || 


tointorin the Senate what amount of transiers of the public 


anoney has beea made by his direction, since the 30th of | 


June las:, from the Commercial Bank of Cincinnati, and 
also trom the Clinton Bank of Columbus, to banks cast of 
the Alleghany mountains, giving the date and amount of all 
such transters, aud the banks from and to which they were 
made. And,al:o, that he inform the Senate what trans- 
fers are ordered from each ef the above-named banks, and 
when and to what banks they are to be made. That he 
also inform the Senate what amount of transfers were 
made toeach one of the said banks in Ohio since the 30th 
of ane last, and what amount, if any,is now erdered to 
each. 


By Mr. GRUNDY : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes in Mictigan: trom 
New Buffalo, in Berrien county, to Laporte, in Laporte 
county, Indiana; from Kalamazoo, in Kalamazoo county, 
to Kent, in Kent county; from the county seat of Barry 
county to the mouth of North Black river, in Ottawa 
county; from Fort Gratiot, in St. Clair county, seat of 
Shiawassee, by Lapver, and the county seat of Genesee; 
from Lapeer, in Lapeer county, to Stevens, in Genesee 
county, from Adrian, in Lenawee county, to Coldwater, 
in Brauch county, through the village of Hillsdale, in 
Hillsdale county. 


This resolution was agreed to. 
SCHOOL LANDS, ETC. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill to carry 
into effect the compact with the States of Ala- 
bama and Mississippi, in relation to the school 
Jands and the five per centum fund, was taken 
up, and, after a slight amendment, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

n motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and when the doors were opened adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, May 17, 1836. 


Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House 
to submit the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States he 
requested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, copies of any overture made since 
the 3d of March, 1829, by his authority, to the Government 
of the United Mexican States, for the acquisition by the 
United States of any portion of the territories of Mexico; 
and copies of all correspondence between the two Govern- 
ments relating thereto, and upon any question of boundary 
existing between the United states and Mexico. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, a copy and translations of any law, 
decree, or ordinance of the Mexican Republic, abolishing 
slavery within the territories thereof, which may be in the 
ae of the Executive Department of the United 

tates. 


Objection being made, Mr. A. moved to sus- 

pene the rules for the purpose stated, and asked 
or the yeas and nays on his motion, which were 

ordered. 

Mr. MASON inquired whether it would be in 
order to call for a division of the question, so as 
to vote upon suspending the rules for the intro- 
duction of each resolution separately ? 
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1 Mr. ADAMS was willing, if the House would 
|| permit the introduction of the resolutions, that 
|| the question on their adoption should be divided. 
Mr. MERCER and Mr. WHITTLESEY sug- 
| gested to the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
waive his motion until the standing committees 
should report. 

Mr. ADAMS acquiesced in the suggestion. 

The report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, fixing a day for the consideration of the 
bill in relation to the public deposits, was an- 
nounced as the unfinished business. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved to post- 
pone the report until to-morrow. 

Mr. OWENS hoped this resolution would not 
be further postponed. It has been before the 
House upwards of a month, and he trusted it 
would be now disposed of. 

The motion to postpone was negatived. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY supposed that the gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts had withdrawn his 
|| motion to suspend the rules to enable the com- |, 
mittee to report, and not with a view of consid- 
ering a report heretofore made. 

Mr. ADAMS had not waived his motion for 
| the purpose of considering existing reports, and 

he ensue renewed the motion to suspend the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolutions here- 
tofore read. 

The motion tosuspend the rules was negatived 
| —@eas 74, nays 85, as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Ash, Bailey; 
Bond, Borden, Boyd, Briggs, Bynum, John Chambers, | 
Childs, Cleveland, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
Denny, Everett, Philo C, Fuller, Galbraith, Granger, Gren- | 
nell, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltine, Heis 


ter, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, William Jackson, || 3 - ; . 
Janes, Josep Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Kinnard, || t©® ON Foreign Affairs, to whom had been referred 


| Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Joshua Lee, Lincoln, Love, || an amendment of the Senate to the bill from the 
| Lucas, Sampson Mason, MeCarty, McKennan, Mercer, || House to provide for carrying into effect the con- 

Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Phelps, |! vention between the United States and Spain, 
| Potts, Reed. Robertson, Russeil, Shinn, Slade, Spangler, | d adv ] id nd 

Sprague, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, || Teported adversely to said amendment, 
‘owns, Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, White, Ehsha || After a few remarks by Messrs. MASON, of 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Wise—74. ; | Virginia, ADAMS, and WHITTLESEY, the 

NAYS — Messrs. Bean, Bell, Bockec, Boon, Bouldin, || amendment of the Senate was disagreed to. 
Bovee, Bunch, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chap- |} >” ETT . . * . 
man, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Join F. H. Ciaiborne, Mr. P. C. F ULLER, from the Committee on 
Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Deberry, Dunlap, Effner, Fair || Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 
—_ ee, eee, Fry, sea neness Gillet, Glas- |} Eadus; which was read twice and committed, 
cock, Grantland, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Hannegan, Sam- || aA ,C Taal A 
vel &. Harrison, Haynes, Holsey’ Hopkins, Howesd, Hab- || Mr. WISE, from the Commision on Naval Af 
ley, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Heury Johnson, Jud- |} fairs, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 
| of the Navy to cause to be constructed a steam 


| son, Kennon, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Luke 
| Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, prow ship; which was read twice and committed. 


John Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, | 





and the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table—ayes 70, noes not counted. 

Mr. MILLER then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the resolution and amend- 
ment until Monday next. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked fer 
| the yeas and nays on the resolution; which were 
| not ordered; and the resolution was postponed 
| until Monday next—ayes 95, noes not counted. 
| 
| 





| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. DROMGOOLE madean ineffectual attempt 
to call up his resolution requiring certain inform- 
| ation from the Treasury Department on the sub- 

ject of the public deposits. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, made an adverse report upon a bill from 
| the Senate for the relief of Samuel Warner; which 
| was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J., from the same committee, reported with 
amendments a bill from the Senate for the relief 
of Elizabeth Flicker; which was committed. 

Mr. J. also reported without amendment a bill 
from the Senate to provide for the enlistment of 
boys in the naval service. Mr. J. moved that 
the bill be read the third time. 

After a few remarks of an explanatory charac- 
|| ter by Messrs. JARVIS and GRANGER, the 
|| bill was, on motion of the latter, committed to 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 
| Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals, reported a bill to provide for the com- 
pletion of the Cumberland road east of the State 
| 





} 
| 
| 


1 
| 





of Ohio; which was read twice and committed. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Commit- 





' 
} 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
; Thomas L. L. Brent; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Lieutenant Colonel William Fountain; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
S. Douglass and others; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
| Commerce, reported a billto authorize the build- 
| ing of a custom-house at the port of Philadelphia; 

which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 

Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
| of Thomas Todd; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. PATTON, from the Committee on Terri- 
tories, reported a bill Saapyrening avd annulling 
certain sections of an act passed by the Legisla- 
tive Council of Florida; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported the following billa; 
which were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Budlong; and 

A bill for the relief of Robert Peebles and John 
Graham. 


Turrill, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, and Sherrod Williams 
—85. 


: c Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs 
McKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, || ; nell wah cap eon be ’ y > 

| Owens, Patterson, Patton, Pickens, Pinckney, Jolin Rey- || ‘WISE, VAND RPOEL, EVERETT, and 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Seymour, William B. Shep- || CHAPMAN. 

ard, Shields, Standefer, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS, 


The House then took up the resolution reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, (as 
amended,) providing that the bill regulating the 
deposits of the public money in certain local 
banks be made thé special order of the day for 
the day succeeding the disposition of the appro- 
priation bills, and that it be considered from day 
to day, Fridays antl Saturdays excepted, until 
disposed of. 

he amendment offered by Mr. Vinton, ona 
former day, providing that the bills then on the 
Speaker’s table should be first disposed of, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BELL moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after the word ‘ Resolved,’’ and 
inserting, ‘* that the bill in relation to the deposits 
of the public moneys be made the special order 
for Wednesday, the 25th instant, and each suc- 
ceeding day until disposed of.’’ 

Afier some suggestions by Messrs. BELL, 
CA MBRELENG, SUTHERLAND, MILLER, 
THOMAS, and HOPKINS, the latter asked for 
the yeas and nays on the motion to amend. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and 
nays on this motion; which were not ordered; 








| 
| 
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Mr. W., from the same committee, reported 
without amendment a bill from the Senate to pro- 
vide for the payment of certain companies 0 the 
militia of the States of Indiana and Missouri, 
for services in the campaigns against the Indians 
in 1832; and also, a bill for the relief of David 
McCord; and the same were committed. 

Mr. BUNCH, from the Committee on oe 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Elizabe 
Swain; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. McCARTY, from the Committee on In; 
dian Affairs, reported adversely upon the joint 
resolution from the Senate authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War to correct certain mistakes. The 
question being on the third reading of said reso- 
lution, it was determined in the negative; and it 
was consequently rejected, é 

Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making an appropriation 
to rebuild the custom-house at Savannah; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of 
Polly Lining, executrix of Charles Lining, exec- 
utor of Edward Blake; which was read twice and 
committed, 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Peggy Abel, Sally Rollins, and Elijah Green; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported ,without amend- 
ment, bills from the Senate for the reliefof Jona- 
than Elkins, of Albert Pawling, and of J. Hitch- 
cock; which were severally committed. 


Mr. W., from the same committee, reported, | 


without amendment, a bill from the Senate ex- 
planatory of the act ** to prevent defalcations on 


the part of the disbursing agents of the Govern- | 
ment, and for other purposes;’’ and the same was | 


read the third time and passed. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on | 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the admin- 
istrators of Edward W. Duval; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. T. made an ineffectual effort to introduce 
a joint resolution to provide for carrying into 
effect a resolution of the Continental Congress, 
complimentary to Major Henry Lee, now de- 
ceased. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to suspend 


the rules for half an hour, for the purpose of re- | 


ceiving resolutions in relation to post routes. 

Mr. REED moved to amend by adding, “ and 
for the reception of petitions of revolutionary 
soldiers.”’ 

Mr. MANN accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his motion; and also a further 
modification, at the suggestion of Mr. THOM- 
SON, of Ohio, providing for the reception of pe- 
titions for post routes. 

Mr. HAWES hoped the gentleman would fur- 
ther modify his motion, so as to enable him to 

resent various petitions for the abolition of the 
West Point Academy. 

Mr. MANN reduced his proposition to writing; 


which was to suspend the rules for half an hour, | 


for the presentation of resolutions and petitions 
in relation to post routes. 


Mr. ROBERTSON moved, as a substitute, | 


| 


that the rules be suspended for the remainder of 
the day, for the purpose of calling the States for 
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MILITARY BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 
, the House took up the bill to provide for the bet- 
ter protection of the western frontiers; 
{| he bill to provide for the establishment of an 
|| arsenal of construction in the State of North 
Carolina; and 
A bill to repair and extend the United States 
arsenal at Charleston, South Carolina. 
‘| The amendments of the Committee of the 
| Whole to each bill were concurred in by the 
House; the two latter were read a third time, and 
passed; and the former bill was ordered to be en- 
| grossed, and read a third time to-day. 
Mr. CHAPIN made an ineffectual attempt to 
|| make the bill in relation to the Smithsonian In- 
| stitution the order of the day for Tuesday next, 











between the hours of eleven and twelve o’clock. 
| 
STOCKTON & STOKES, ETC. 


The bill from the Senate entitled **An act for the 
|| relief of Stockton & Stokes, L. C. Stockton, and 
Daniel Moore,’’ was read twice and referred. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The Speaker laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy, in ac- 
|| cordance with an act of Congress of 30th of June, 
|| 1834, directing a transfer of appropriations under 
| certain circumstances, transmitting an account of 
moneys transferred, and of their application; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved a suspension of 
| the rules until one o’clock, for the purpose of 
calling the States for petitions; which motion was 
disagreed to. 

|| Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the riffs 
until one o’clock, for the purpose of receiving 
petitions and resolutions for the establishment of 
| post routes; which was agreed to. 

| The following gentlemen then presented peti- 
'| tions for post routes: Messrs. RUSSELL, MAY, 
|| WAGENER, GLASCOCK, HOWARD, HA- 
ZELTINE, ANTHONY, FRY, ASH,CRANE, 
| WARDWELL, and SHINN. 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, of Ohio, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Canton, in Hardin county, to 
Bucyrus, in Crawford county. 


On motion of Mr. GRANTLAND, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Fort Gaines on Blakely, in 
Early county, Georgia, to Spring creek post office, in the 
said county. 


On motion of Mr. HAMER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from New Market, in Highland 
county, through Fincastle, to Russellville, in Brown 
county, Ohio. 


On motion ef Mr. MAURY, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Bradyville, Rutherford county, 
to Beach Grove, in Bedford county, Tennessee. 


On motion of Mr. HAWES, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 











Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Hartford, Kentucky, to V. 


| 


resolutions and petitions, which should not give | W. Peyton’s, in the county of Ohio, and from Hawesville 


rise to debate; which was negatived, 
The resolution of Mr. Maxn was also nega- 
tived. 


Unfavorable reports upon various petitions, &e., | 


were made by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, MUH- 
LENBERG, and CRANE, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims; Messrs. CARR and 
PATTERSON, from the Committee on Private 
Lawl Claims; Mr. MILLER, from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions; Messrs. HAYNES, and 
HAWES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
Messrs. PEARCE of Rhode Island, and CUSH- 
MAN, from the Committee on Commerce; Mr. 


McKIM, from the Commitee of Ways and | 


Means; Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Commit- 
tee on Claims; Mr. JANES, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions; and by Mr. 
HARPER, from the Committee on the Expend- 
itures in the Treasury Department. 


i} 


| to Viles, in the county of Hancock. 
On motion of Mr. CRANE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Jonesville, in Michigan Terri- 
| tory, by Adrian, to Maumee, in Wood county, Ohio. 


__ On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 


| 1t was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

|| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Fort Jesup and Campti, in 

\| the parish of Natchitoches, to Coat’s Bluff, in Louisiana. 


| On motion of Mr. JARVIS, it was 


| _ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
\| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the eet of 

|| establishing a mail route from Vinathaven, to Isle Haut, in 
| the county of Hancock, State of Maine. 


|| On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Ruads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

















establishing a mail route from Stoddartsville to Clifton, in 
Luzerne county, State of Pennsylvania. 


On motion of Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
| lishing a mail route from Winton, North Carolina, to Eden- 
ton, via Gates court-house. 





On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Union village, by way of the vil- 
ages of Patten Hill and Show’s Mills, to the village of Sa- 
lem, in the county of Washington, and State of New York 
and discontinuing that part of the present route which leads 
from Pattenville to Jackson. 


On motion of Mr. STANDEFER, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Long Savannah, Hamilton county, 
Tennessee, to Walker court-house, in the State of Georgia, 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Kingston to Somerville, by way 
of Rocky Hill, Griggstown, Millstone, and Weston, in the 
State of New Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Car- 


olina, it was 


Resolveé, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing a post route from Tomlinson’s store to Ash court- 
house. 


| On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from William Faulkner's planta- 
tion to Donaldsonville ; and also from Baton Rouge to 
Clinton, in the State of Louisiana. 


On motion of Mr. HAYNES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Wrightsborough, Georgia, to 
ns in said State, by way of Stag Hall and Ray 
Town. 





FORTIFICATION BILL=—-SURPLUS REVENUE. 


In further execution of the special order of the 
26th of January, the House resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Mann, of New York, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 
a nen for certain fortifications of the 

nited States for the year 1836. 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. CaMBRELENG, to insert an additional item in 
the bill appropriating the sum of $700,000 for the 
armament of the fortifications. 

Mr. MAURY, who was entitled to the"floor, 
addressed the committee at length. He said he 
should readily vote for the amount of money em- 
braced in the amendment, or any other amount, 
if the gentleman from New York would convince 
him of its necessity or expediency. He, how- 
ever, should confine his remarks principally in 
relation to the surplus revenue, oad also in vin- 
dication of the party to which he belonged. 

With regard to the first object, he was con- 
vinced there would be an immense surplus remain- 
ing, after all the appropriation bills of every kind, 
both of an ordinary and extraordinary character, 
were passed, certainly not less during the pres, 
ent year than $50,000,000. The question the, 

arose, what disposition should be made of this 
mass of revenue, which, it should be borne in 
mind, was progressively accumulating. A reduc- 
| tion of the tariff eek not meet the evil, for it 
would still continue to augment. He was sur- 
prised the other day to hear the charge of incon- 
sistency brought upon a distinguished Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. CaLnoun,] by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Towns,] when 
that gentleman ought to have reflected that the 
principles of that bill were supported by the pres- 
ent Administration, and that it was hailed by the 
gentleman’s own friends in Georgia, and sup- 
orted by them too, as the olive branch of peace. 

r. M. would be willing to vote for the reduc- 
tion of the tariff if he believed it could be effected 
without endangering the repose and harmony of 
the country; but he was convinced this could not 
be done. Then a reduction of the tariff could 
not be satisfactorily brought to bear upon this 
question; and if it could, still the surplus would 
not be es within the expenses of the Gov- 


ernment. Two other plans had been proposed, 
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one to loan out the surplus revenue on interest, 
and the other to loan it—ostensibly to loan it, but 
actually to give it to railroad companies. This 
last project was nothing more nor less than a prop- 
esition for the General Government to embark in 
a large scheme of internal improvements. 

There was another plan proposed a session or 
two ago, by a distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina, to distribute the surplus revenue, as 
surplus revenue, among the several States in the 
ratio of their Federal population. The only objec- 
tion he could see to os plan was, that there was 
not time enough for the several States to act upon 
it, so as to relieve the public Treasury from its 
present plethoric condition. This objection, how- 
ever, was obviated by another measure, which 
had received the action of the Senate, and was 
now waiting the action of the House. This was 
the ‘‘ land bill,’’ a measure which he deemed to 
be not only the best practical mode that could be 
devised to dispose of the surplus revenue, but it 
was also strictly constitutional. On the advant- 
ages of this project he dwelt at some length. 

Mr. M. then reviewed the subject of the fortifi- 
cations, and bestowed the highest commendation 
upon the popes of the Secretary of War on that 
subject, both as regards its literary merits and 
scientific statesmaniike views. Mr. M. was in 
favor of completing such fortifications as were 
already commenced, and for commencing such 
others as might be deemed requisite, in accord- 
ance with the suggestions in Secretary Cass’s 
report. The plan of fortifying every possible or 
probable assailable point on upwards of three 
thousand miles of sea-board was equally vision- 
ary and impracticable. 

r. M. then proceeded to vindicate the party, 
consisting of the friends of Judge White, from 
the aspersions cast upon them of having apos- 
tatized from the Republican party; from having 
spn from the Democracy of the country. 
The truth of these accusations he denied in 
toto; and he repelled them as false. He then 
reviewed at length the principles of the contest 
which resulted in the election of General Jackson, 
and went on to show that the White party, in 
opposing the election by ‘‘ succession,’’ were in 
the same position as the old Jackson party who 
had opposed Mr. Adams in the first instance, and 
subsequently defeated him. The very objection 
taken to the election of Mr. Adams was identi- 
cal with that now assumed as an objection to Mr. 
Van Buren. He then entered into a contrast be- 
tween the characters and political course of Judge 
White and Mr. Van Buren, maintaining that the 
former had always been consistent throughout 
his whole life. The mode by which the last 
named gentleman had procured himself to be 
nominated by a convention, without even the 
semblance of a representation in most cases, was 
precisely similar to the caucus mode of 1823, 
which had been passed upon and condemned by 
the people. The Democratic party, and the then 
Democratic press throughout the’ nion, had con- 
demned the very mode by which Mr. Van Buren 
and his party were now seeking to secure his 
election; and be referred to that par nobile fratrum, 
the Richmond Enquirer and the Albany Argus. 
He then cited a letter from General Jackson to 
a committee of citizens in Pennsylvania, who had 
nominated him for the Presidency, in which he 
said he should neither seek nor decline office; and 
he also read a letter from Judge White to the same 
effect, in proof that the latter avowed the same 
doctrine, and carried out the same principles, as 
the former. 

In connection with this subject, he quoted from 
a varicty of other papers, among which were the 
following: an address of the Democratic party in 
1824, ascribed to Mr. Van Buren, and a certain 
preamble and resolutions from a regimental mus- 
ter in some county in Tennessee. He then re- 
plied to some of the arguments of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Towns.}] That gentleman 
had given as a reason why the caucus nomina- 
tions of 1824 did not receive the sanction of the 
Republican party, that it was composed of a 
minority of members of Congress. Mr. M. did 
not know on what ground Mr. Crawford was 
cppeced in Georgia; but this he did know, that 

at gentleman was opposed in Tennessee on the 


'! eral Jackson was first nominated b 
|| see Legislature; but in the case of Judge White, 





| 
| 
| 
| 
Mr. M. then reviewed the projects introduced 
| 


mens they were the principles now advocated 
y the friends of Judge White. If they were to 
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caucus nominations. The gentleman from Georgia 
had also drawn a parallel between the nomina- 
tion of Judge White by the members of the Ten- 
nessee delegation in 1835, and the caucus nomi- 
| nation of 1824, but that parallel did not hold good; 
| and he entered into an explanation relative to the 
| former, which is already before the public. Gen- 
the Tennes- 


the Legislature of that State was silent until her 
sister State of Alabama had spoken out. She did 
but respond to that nomination. He then entered 
| into a minute explanation of the circumstances 


| connected with the letter of Judge White to John 


| Ross, with regard to the sovereignty of the Cher- 
| okee nation within its limits, At the time that 
letter was written, the question of relative sover- 
eignty, as the jurisdiction of the States within the 
Indian country, so far as the limits of the said 


States extended, had never been mooted; and a || 


variety of decisions had been made by the circuit 
court in precise accordance with that letter, and 
by Judge McLean within the last twelve months. 


The letter in question bore on the subject of sov- || 


ereignty only quo ad the United States and the 
Indians. He then cited a report on the subject, 
made by Judge White, in which the rights of the 
States were recognized in complete sovereignt 
of jurisdiction within their chartered limits. It 
should, however, be borne in mind that, when the 
letter was written, Judge White was then con- 
sidered as most orthodox on this and on every 
other subject, and, from all others, he least ex- 
pected such an assault to be made upon that dis- 
tinguished Senator by the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Towns,] we should have remembered 
that Georgia owed more, perhaps, to Judge White 
than to any other man. 


into the Senate a few years ago, for the restric- 
tion and limitation of executive patronage, com- 
paring them with the bill passed the Senate dur- 
ing the presentand last sessions, with which they 
were similar. He also cited a variety of the 
arguments at that time adduced in support of the 
measure, and to show the great danger to be 
apprehended from the enormous extent of exec- 
utive patronage. Those bills were supported in 
1826 by the then friends of the Administration; 
whereas the present bill, imbodying the same 
principles, was known to be disapproved of by 
the Vice President of the United States; and 
though it passed the Senate, it was suffered to 
sleep in the House. He dwelt on this point at 
some length, as an exposition of the inconsist- 
ency of the present party in power. He then 
again recurred to the contest between General 
Jackson and Mr. Adams, and the means by 
which his election had been secured—by General 
Jackson’s own popularity, by the aid of Mr. 
Calhoun and his friends, and by the subsequent 
junction of the party of Mr. Crawford; on the 
principles of the party that brought General Jack - 
son into power—the old Democratic Republican 


be separated from the Administration, the fault 
was not theirs; but they should continue to sup- 

ort and to vote for such measures of the Admin- 
istration as were conformable to the principles 
upon which General Jackson was elected; but 
further than that they could not go, because they 
would not compromit those principles. They 
had been uniform and consistent in their support 
of General Jackson, at a time, too, when many of 
the supporters of the present Administration were 
opposed to him; yet they were now denounced 
by that very party. He adverted to the military 
character of Andrew Jackson; and though he 
admitted he had proved his gallantry and bravery, 
yet he owed much of it to the Tennessee troops, 
which had so ably seconded him with their own 
valor. Many of the very men now supporting 
him, had bitterly opposed him, denounced him 
as a tyrant, and unworthy to preside over a free 
people, and his election was predicted as a curse 
to his country; while at that very period, he was 
supported by his fyends in Tennessee with unan- 
Mr. M. concluded; and 


that the committee rise. 
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rise so early, since they had but two public days 


in the present week, and this bill had already 
been delayed much longer than had been antici- 
pated. 

The committee then rose and reported, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, there was no mem- 
ber of the House whom he would sooner accom- 


| modate than the gentleman from Tennessee, for 
| whom he had the kindest feelings; but at so late 
| a period of the session, after this bill had already 
been under consideration for a week, and as sev - 
| eral gentlemen had risen for the purpose of ad- 
| dressing the Chair, he felt it his duty to move to 
| go again into Committee of the Whole thereon. 


Mr. ADAMS remarked that the gentleman 


| would probably be unable to effect his object, 


since there was evidently nota quorum in the 
House, and they would have to adjourn ex neces- 
sitale rei. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 


; that the House adjourn; and 


Mr. GILLET asked for the yeas and nays; 
whereupon Mr. WitiiaMs withdrew the motion. 

On taking the question to go into committee, 
only 49 rose in the affirmative; and there being 
evidently no quorum present, 

Mr. HEIS’ “ER moved a call of the House; 
which was lost—46 to 49. 

Mr. ASH then moved an adjournment; and 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and the House re- 
fused to adjourn—yeas 25, nays 85, no quorum 
being present. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, then moved a call 
of the House; which was ordered—ayes 58, noes 
47. ; 

After proceeding with the call of a few names, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said he 
felt assured the call would be useless at that time 
of day, (between three and four o’clock,) and he 
therefore moved that its further proceedings be 
dispensed with; which was agreed to—ayes 53, 
noes 48, 

Mr. WISE then moved that the House ad- 
journ; and ® 

Mr. GILLET asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and were—yeas 59, nays 70. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 
again go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked the gen- 
tleman from New York to suspend his motion, to 
permit him to presenta resolution that the House 
will, until otherwise ordered, take a recess after 
this day, during the present session, from three 
tq four and g half o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG dissenting, and several 
voices objecting, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY gave notice that he should 
again ask leave to-morrow morning, and if ob- 
jected to, he should then move to suspend the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

The House then took up the bill for the better 
protection of the western frontier; which was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. HAWES remarked that, as they did not 
seem much inclined to enter seriously into any 
other business, he thought that about as good a 
time as any to take up the joint resolution from 
the Senate, fixing the day of adjournment. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn; 
which was agreed to—ayes 75, noes 32; and so 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, May 18, 1836. 


Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Michigan, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a post route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads 

Mr. G. also presented the memorial of the 
presidentand trustees of the Nashville Universe, 
stating that the donation of land heretofore made 
them had failed to answer the purpose for which 
it was intended, and asking for a further grant; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Messrs. CLAYTON, SWIFT, SHEPLEY, 


‘ 
} 
; 

fs 


1 Mr. FORRESTER took the floor, and moved 
| WHITE, and TOMLINSON, reported several 


ground of the radical objection the people had to bills from the House, without amendment. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped they would not | 








NEW POST ROUTES. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which jies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing the following post routes, to wit: ’ 
From Warsaw, IMlinois, via Keokuck, Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, Fort des Moines, Fort Madison, Gibson’s Ferry, Bur- 


lington, Lowa, Clark’s Ferry, Davenport, Parkhurst, Belie- 
vue, Dubuque, Pene, Durang’s, Wayman’s, Cassville, and 


Prone du Chien, to Port Snetling. 


From Carthage, Mivois, via Commerce, Illinois, to Fort 


Des Moines, Wisconsin ‘Territory. 


now. 

From Burlington, Wisconsin Territory, to Monmouth, 
Illinois. 

From the Rapids on the Des Moines river, via Mount 
Pleasant and Powachique, to Dubuque. 


From Stephenson, Hlinois, to Davenport, Wisconsin 


Territory 


From Savannah, Llinois, to Bellevue, Wisconsin Terri- | 


tory. 

From Dubuque, via Sinsinawa post office at Centreville, 
and Biast Furnace, to Elk Grove. 

From Mineral Point, via Savannah, on the Wisconsin 
river, to Prairie Du Chien. 

From Mineral Point, via 
Arena. ' 

From Dodgeville, vin James Morrison’s, Moundville, city 
of the Four Lakes, Fort Winnebago, Butte des Morts, Lit- 
tle Butte des Morts, Grand Kakalaw, and Menomonee, to 
Green Bay. 

rom Cassville to Mineral Point. 

From Galena, UMlinois, via Vinegar Hill, Elk Grove, and 
Bellmont, to Mineral Point. 

From Galena, Ilinois, via White Oak Springs, Gratiot’s 
Grove, Willow Spring, and Prairie Springs, to Mineral 
Point. 

From Gratiot’s Grove, via Wiota, McNutt’s Diggings, 
Wisconsin City, to Milwaukee, 

From Wisconsin City to Racine. 

From Fort Winnebago, via Fond du Lac, Calumet Village, 
to Grand Kakalaw. 

From Chicago, Hlinois, via Pike river, Racine, Milwau- 
kee, Chebragon, Pigeon, and Maulitewac,to Green Bay. 

From Wisconsin City to the city of the Four Lakes. 


PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIERS. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, observed that they had 
received information that morning of a character 


Dodgeville and Helena, to 


which rendered it necessary that they should pro- | 


ceed, without delay, to the consideration of the bill 
providing for raisifg an additional force for the 

rotection of the frontiers, They had undoubted 
information that the Creek Indians who had, for 


some time, been in communication with the Sem- | 
In this | 


inoles, had manifested a hostile spirit, 
state of things, he deemed it unnecessary to say 
anything more than to ask the Senate to take up 
the bill from the House authorizing the President 
to accept the services of volunteers; and he hoped 
that the amendments made to it by the Senator 


from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] would ob- | 


viate all objections to it, and that%t would be 
pee and sent back to the House immediately, 
f they wished to avoid the 


sary for them to act at once. 

The bill was then taken up; and after the amend- 
ments had been explained by Mr. PRESTON, 
they were agreed to, and the bit was ordered to 
a third reading. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the bill making 
appropriations for the Indian department for the 
year 1836, was taken _ 

The amendments of the committee having been 
agreed to, 

Mr. LINN offered an amendment providing 
for the salary of a clerk for the superintendent of 
Indian affairs for the Territory of Wisconsin, 
$1,200; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered an amendment author- 
izing the Secretary of War to invest, in some safe 
public stocks, the sum of $33,000, the balance re- 
maining from the sales of the lands acquired 
under the treaty with the Seneca and Sandusky 
Indians; which amendment was also agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE submitted an amendment provid- 
ing that the appropriation of $40,000 for removing 
the Indians of Wisconsin to the neutral ground on 
the borders of Missouri, shall not be used unless 
said Indians will agree to emigrate to the country 
on the south side of the Missouri river. 

Mr. W. explained the objects of the amend- 
ment, and strongly urged its propriety - If these 
Indians (he said) were trou 
now to the whites, they would be equally so in 
the country to which it was proposed to remove 


~ 


lesome neighbors | 


From Richland Town, via Burlington, to Macomb, IIli- 


j scenes of horror | 
that had been witnessed in Florida, it was neces- 





they are as to be sent to the very borders of Mis- 
souri and close upon the white settlements; and 
he hoped that the amendment would be adopted, 
| so that, if they were removed at all, they would 
|| be sent where they were not likely to give future 

trouble. Mr. W. spoke of the delays in the emi- 
gration of the Indians; he did not censure the 
Secretary of War, who had done everything in 
his power to hasten the emigration; but there was 
|| blame somewhere, and it must be in the incom- 
petence or unfaithfulness of some of the agents 
that had been employed. 

Mr KING, of A abama, said the interests of 
| speculating white men had greatly retarded the 
_ removal of the Indians. The last agent appointed 

(he believed) was faithful, but had found his 
energies counteracted by these interested whites. 
| The Secretary of War had facilitated their re- 
| moval by taking measures to prevent their being 
| daily forced to travel unreasonable distances, and 
| also to prevent their being exposed to inclement 
_weather. But notwithstanding every precaution 

nsed by the Government to preventit, he believed 
| frauds had been committed which caused the diffi- 

culty with the Indians; and he therefore hoped 
i eat = renee a appropriation might 
| Mr. CALHOUN hoped that some gentleman 
| who understood the subject would explain the 
| uses for which this appropriation was intended, 
and the prospect there was of its being applied 
so as to accomplish the object in view. For his 
part, he feared that it would, like other appropri- 
| ations of the kind, be productive only of the 
| greatest frauds. He had long anticipated things 

of this kind. He had long believed that this 

Indian department was one of the branches of 
, the Government under which the greatest frauds 
| would be perpetrated—that and the public lands, 
_and the banking system. He only regretted that 

the speculators in Indian lands were not the per- 

sons to suffer, instead of the frontier inhabitants. 

It made his heart bleed to think of the sufferings 
| of the innocent frontier settlers. All these evils 

(he said) had been the result of mismanagement. 

The persons appointed had been generally inca- 

able or unfaithful. The Government ought to 

hows appointed men of intelligence, of firmness, 
| and of honor, who would have faithfully fulfilled 
| their obligations to the United States and to the 
'| Indians. Instead of that, men were sent out to 
make fortunes for themselves and to oppress the 
_Indians. He believed that the two Indian wars 
they had had were the result of mismanagement, 
and that the one that was announced that morning 
might be traced to the same cause. All this re- 
sulted from want of capacity or honesty in the 
agents sent out by the Government. Did he not 
see on one hand large fortunes built up, and on 
the other the most degrading subserviency to 
those in power? 

The prominent cause of these Indian disturb- 
ances had been the reservations, which he had 
invariably opposed from the first, predicting that 
'they would be followed by speculations, the 
grossest frauds, and by the greatest injustice to 
the Indians themselves. He recollected that when 
the first Indian treaty, containing reservations, 
| was brought in the Senate, it was strenuously 
opposed by a distinguished Senator from New 
| York, (Rufus King,) who demonstrated the evils 
| that these reservations would lead to. ‘That treaty 
| was confirmed; and since that time the system 


| them. Indeed, they might as well remain where 


| had been kept up, always accompanied by the 


| same abuses. There was no remedy for this state 


|of things but in the appointment of honest, 


capable men, who would consult the interest of 
the Government, and the welfare of the Indians, 
rather than their own selfish purposes. Let gen- 
tlemen think of the course of this Administration, 
and the consequences of its mismanagement of 
public affairs. First, there was a French war 
threatened; then a Seminole war; next the prob- 


| ability of a war with Mexico; and now a Creek 


war. All this was the consequence of converting 


| this Government into a political electioneering 


machine, intead of properly eadministering .the 
high trusts that had been confided by the people. 
He hoped that some gentleman who understood 


this matter would explain the necessity of the 
appropriation, 
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Mr. WHITE said these were Indians who in- 
habited the other side of the Ouisconsin river 
and to whom we had ed to give a particular 
sum for their lands. They had remained in the 
place to which they had removed until they had 
expended all their money, and then yeturned back 
again to their old place of habitation, and were 
there now, to the great annoyance of the people, 
The nation had an annuity of $10,000. he ob- 
ject of this provision was, (although we were now 
under no obligation to advance them one dollar, 
that the money should be withheld, unless they 
would gu beyond the Missouri river, and remain 
there. The white people were settled close by 
them; and unless they were removed while in our 
power, they would be on the whites, and serious 
difficulties would arise. It was a matter of regret 
that the Indian agent there, who was an intelli- 
gent man, and had the subject much at heart, had 
recently died. 

Mr. PORTER observed, that if the object was 
to place these Indians on the immediate borders 
of Missouri, the honorable Senators who so ably 
represented that State could better judge than 
himself, whether they would be agreeable neigh - 
bors. For his part, he was opposed to the re- 
moving any more Indians to the borders of Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and Louisiana, although there 
might have been some good reasons for removing 
them from the interior of a State; yet, when they 
came to the removing them from the Territories, 
it would be well to consider whether they were 
not doing more harm than good by the measure. 
This was the first step, (Mr. P. said,) in the re- 
moval of the Indians from the northwest, to place 
them on the borders of the southwestern States. 
He had much rather that the people of the north- 
ern part of Missouri should submit to the incon- 
venience of having such neighbors, than that they 
should be added to the number of Indians already 
on the borders of Louisiana. Let the Indians on 
the north of Missouri (said Mr. P.) remain there; 
the people of the northwestern States were not 
anxious for their removal; it was only the specu- 
lators who were anxious to get the Indian titles 
to their lands extinguished. This continuall 
extinguishing Indian titles, while they had inadk 
large quantities of lands of the best quality yet 
unsold, benefited no one but the speculator, who 
believed that he could more readily get purchasers 
for the new lands, and that greater fortunes could 
be made by them. 

Mr. LINN exhibited to the Senate a statistical 
account of the number and location of the dif- 
ferent Indian tribes, and said that the State of 
Missouri had objected to the policy of locating 
them in her vicinity, but eventually submitted to 
it; and he would not now object to that system 
of policy being carried out. He would rather 
see them located on one frontier border than on 
two, as it was easier to establish an efficient line 
of posts for the protection of one than it would be 
| forthe protection of two frontiers. He agreed with 
| the views of the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
| Whire.]} It was too Jate to inquire now into the 
| fact as to whether they had been cheated, which 

had been admitted from the beginning. ‘The 
Senator from South Carolina (har. Carnet} wes 
| mistaken as to the Black Hawk war. In that 
| case the Indians were bought off by salt and corn, 





and came back again expecting to be bought off 
again, and being disappointed in not being bought 
| off commenced hostilities. 

Mr. CALHOUN regretted much that the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, [Mr. Tipton,] who knew more 
about the origin of Black Hawk’s war than any- 
body else, was not in his place. That gentleman 
rose in his place, and declared that that war broke 
out in consequence of the mismanagement of the 
officers of the Government. Let the Senator from 
Missouri recollect that this acknowledgment 
came from one of the warmest friends of the 
Administration. 

He acknowledged, with the Senator from Mis- 
souri, that the Indians had been treated wrong 
from beginning to end; which, unfortunately, 
would ever be the case, when savage and civil- 
ized men came in conflict; but this was no reason 
why they should suffer their agents to practice 
frauds both against the Indians and the Govern- 
ment. They ought to have honest, intelligent, 
and active men to manage their Indian affairs, or 
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there would never be an end to these abuses. } val of the Indians from Mississippi and Alabama, | P. remarked, that it had received the unanimous 
There were no Bp we on earth so easy to deal | to the borders of Louisiana, had operated unfa- || assent of the committee, and he trusted it would 
with as our half civilized Indians. It only re- | vorably towards that State. Now he took it upon || meet the unanimous approbation of the House. 
quired ordinary justice, a mild but firm course of || himself to say that it was a measure the most fa- || By the instruction of the committee, he moved 
conduct, with a strict adherence to truth in all | vorable to her interests; the Choctaws, the Indians |, that it be read and printed. 


transactions with them, and it was the easiest || thus removed, having been uniformly the friends || Mr. MERCER moved that the report be laid 


SN a = nee 


thing in the world to keep them quiet. The Sen- |. 


ator spoke of the cordons of Indians around the 
frontier; but let him look to the heavy annuities 
paid them, which made it their interest to keep 
at peace. With proper management they were 
the best allies we could have to keep off the wild 
Indians at a distance. He saw (he said) very | 

Jainly the progress of events. These indian | 
Sane ces were to furnish the pretext for a | 
large increase of the standing auny. This was 
the consequence of carrying out tlie iples of | 
the spoils party, enriching men with large jobs | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


would find that these Choctaws had offered to 


and allies of the United States from the time of || on the table without reading, and printed. 
the Revolution tothisday. These Choctaws had || Mi. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, asked for 
invariably been our warmest friends; they had \ the reading of the report; which was accordingly 
fought by the side of our riflemen, both in the |, done. < 
Revolution and in the last war. And,as the Sen-| The reading occupied about an hour and a half. 
ator from ‘Tennessce well observed, he would rely || The report concluded with the following resolu- 
on no volunteers sooner than they for faithful | tions: 
and efficient service. If the Senator from Louis- || Resolved, That Congress possesses no constitutional 
iana would inquire at the War Department, he authority to interfere in any way with the institution of 
slavery in any of the States of this Confederacy. 
| Resolved, That Congress ought not to interfere in any 
| way with slavery in the District of Coluwbia, 
| And whereas it isextremely important and desirable that 


raise a thousand volunteers to act against the Sem- 
inoles. So far from the removal of these Indians 


and contracts, and the system to be kept up by a || 
large military force. He repeated that there never || 
was a time when it was so easy to keep the In- | 


having been a disadvantage to Louisiana, the put- |! the agitation of this subject should be finally arrested for 


: . : the purpose of restoring tranquility to the public mind, your 
ting them on her frontiers rendered her more se- || committee respectfully recommend the adoption of the 
cure. | 


dians at peace. Their frontier posts were greatly || 
extended, and the Indians were driven back into | 
the prairies; and, though the 
in the woods, being the best light troops in the | 
world, they were entirely helpless in the open | 

lain. If they would appoint honest, faithful, 
intelligent men to transact their business with the 
Indians, instead of broken-down politicians—men 
sent out to be rewarded for party services, these 
Indian disturbances would soon cease; but, un- 
less that was done, it was apparent that there 


would be continual disturbances, creating causes || 


for wars, to be followed by a large increase of 
the standing army. He should not oppose the 
appropriation after the explanation of the Sen- 


ator from Tennessee, but he feared that it would || 


be used to give jobs to reward some political 
partisans. Le 
Mr. LINN said he did not rise to prolong this | 
discussion, but merely to do justice to the char- | 
acter of an individual now no more. Injustice | 
had been done the agent of the Sacs and Foxes, 
in saying that the Black Hawk war was caused 
either by want of character or competency. He | 
had the pleasure of an intimate acquaintance with 
Mr. St. Vrane, the agent, and knew him to be a 
man of sterling virtue, active, and of business 
habits, and very intelligent. He had done all | 
that mortal man could do to prevent the war with 
Black Hawk, and wamcut off in the prime of life 
by a band of the Winffbagoes, who were on their | 
way to join the forces of Black Hawk. He fell 
in the discharge of his duty to the Indians and to 


his country. The appointment of agent was not | 





given to him from political considerations, as he 
was known to be what was then called a Clay 
man. 


were formidable | 





Mr. WHITE repeated, that if these Indians 
were not removed southwest of the Missouri, | 
difficulties and schisms would take place between | 
them and the whites; but, by removing them 
southwest of the Missouri, we would have a nat- 
ural boundary between them and our people; and, 
if he belonged to Missouri, he would prefer having 
them removed across the river; for, although they 
might be nearer, they could not be so annoying | 
to the whites as if on two borders, and not 
bounded by any natural boundary. The plan 


laws adapted to them enacted for their govern- 


ment; but, if removed to where they now own | 





the lands, no practical benefit would result from 
it. Take them from among the settlements in 
Wisconsin, under the direction of a faithful agent; 
and instead of endangering, they would add to | 
the safety of the States near whose borders they | 
were to be removed to; and, so far from being | 
apprehensive of any injury from them, their 
attachment was so strong to the United States, 
that he would repeat what he had said before, 
that, if the country was in need of volunteers, 
there was no part of our white population that 
would make more faithful soldiers than they. If 
they were to remain to annoy our whites, they 
might as well remain where they were, as to 
nae them back to the place proposed in the 
ill. 

Mr. WALKER did not rise to continue this 
discussion, but to notice some observations that 
had fallen from the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Portes.] The Senator supposed that the remo- 





|| copies were ordered to be 


| Mr. PORTERS said, if the people of the States 
of Mississippi and Alabama leaal these Indians 
so, they roan not to permit them to pass beyond 
the lines of their States. He apprehended there 
would be nothing but “ weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth,’’ on account of the dear Choc- 
taws being removed away beyond the Missouri 
| river; but he contended, however, that, whatever 
'might be the state of their feelings now towards 
the whites, there was no certainty as to what it 
might be in the coming generation, or a hundred 
years hence. 

Mr. WALKER replied thet the people of Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama never intimated that these 
| Choctaws were troublesome or dangerous neigh- 
| bors; it was only because they occupied a valu- 
| able territory in these States, ten ing the States 
| dismembered, that they wanted them removed. 

Mr. Wuire’s amendment was then agreed to. 

After being further amended, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were severally read the 
third time, and passed: 

The bill to authorize the President to accept 
the services of a number of volunteers, not ex- 
| ceeding ten thousand, for the defense of the fron- 
tiers; | ' 
| _ The bill to carry into effect, in the States of 
| Alabama and Mississippi, the compact with 
| those States relative to the school Jands and the 

five per cent. fund; and 
The bill to authorize the appointment of addi- 
| tional paymasters. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| The CHAIR communicated the annual com- 
| mercial report of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
| and 
| On motion of Mr. DAVIS, one thousand extra 
a 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; | 


| after which it adjourned. 

| —— 

| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, May 18, 1856. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, 


’ || a bill from the Senate for the relief of the owners, 
was that, if they were removed there, to have 


officers, and crews, of the private-armed schooners 
i Neptune and Fox; and the same was committed. 
, Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
/and Canals, reported a bill to grant to the New 
| Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company the 
' right of way through me psoas lands; which was 
read twice and committed. 
Mr. M., from the same committee, laid before 
| the House sundry documents in relation to the 
‘Louisville and Portland canal; which were laid 
| on the table. * 
| Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported a bill to compensate the mar- 
shals and attorneys of the United States for, the 
districts of South Carolina and Georgia for extra 
services; which was read twice and committed. 
Mr. PINCKNEY, on leave, presented a peti- 
tion; which was referred. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 





} 
} 
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Mr. PINCKNEY, on leave, presented a report 


from the select committee on the subject of the 
abolition of slavery. In making this report, Mr. 


j 
| 
] 
' 


| he entirely dissented. 















| following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, 


| propositions, or papers, relating in any way, or to any extent 
| whatsoever, to the subject of slavery, or the abolition of 
| slavery, shall, without being either printed or referred, be 
| laid upon the table, and that no further action whatever shall 


| be had thereon. 
Mr. PINCKNEY was instructed to move that 


| five thousand extra copies of the report be printed. 


| Mr. HARDIN, believing from the first that he 

| had been placed on the select committee merely 

to make up the notable number of nine, had there- 

fore declined to attend, or take any part in its 

proceedings. He considered this explanation 
necessary, inasmuch as the report purported to’ 
have been agreed to unanimously. 

There was one part of the report from which 
From the reading of the 
seport he understood it to set forth that the 

Abolitionists were few, and their efforts insignifi- 
jcant. In this he did not concur; and he must 

enter his protest against it. He believed there 
| were large numbers of Abolitionists, and that this 
| report was gotten up for the very purpose of sup- 
pressing this fact. 
| Mr. PINCKNEY said the gentleman from 
| Kentucky was wholly mistaken. There was no 
such expression in the report as the one alluded 
| to by the gentleman. The expression was, and 
it was founded on the signatures to the petitions 
themselves, that the numbers of the Abolidoniete 
had been exaggerated. The whole number of 





| abolition petitioners scarcely exceeded thirt 


thousand, one half of whom were females, and it 
| was confidently believed that a considerable num- 
| ber of the remainder were children, 
| Mr. WISE said this report had at length come; 

he never expected it would have come; and it 
| was precisely such a document as he anticipated; 
| and his protest, for one, went much further than 
that of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
| Harpin.] He saw everything in it to arouse 
| the feelings against it, even more than against 
| the abolition memorials themselves. If southern 
men adopted this report to sustain their principles, 
they would be much mistaken. There was not 
| one ground in the whole report, long as it was, 
| for southern men to rest a footupen. But he 

had been most disappointed in this report, because 
| its author had not kept his faith with Mr. W. 
There had been an express pledge given to him, 
| that the ground would be taken in the report 
| that Congress had not the power to abolish sla- 
| very in the District of Columbia. He repeated 


| 
| 


| that this pledge had been distinctly made to him, 
| that no report should be made, unless that ground 


| should be taken; and he saw no such ground 
| taken in the report. The whole amount of what 
| was contained in the report was, that it was not 
expedient now to abolish slavery in the District. 
Mr. W. said there were petitions and resolutions 
laid before the committee, of which no notice 
| had been taken; and the committee had only 
announced, in relation to the States, what every 
one knew, that these States had declared that 
Congress had no power to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. He did not consider the 
reports ac a defense of southern interest, nor as 
an expression of southern feeling. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, would 
the report just read. 


d denunciation of 
measured den that it should not go 


He felt called upon to do so, 


| not allow one moment to pass without his un- 
‘ 





rn 
be 
t 


‘for itself. It was the intention of the committee 








to the world with the authority of the name, not 
of the individual who had presented it, but of 
the State from which he came. He had listened 
in vain for one South Carolina argument, or one 
honest bursting out of the feelings of a South 
Carolinian; not of a South Carolinian from geog- 
raphy only, bat one who has a head to see the 
dangers that await us, and a heart that does not 
shrink from meeting them. Instead of a cool, 
firm, and fixed purpose to’stand upon the rights, 
the chartered rights of the South, what have we? 
An abandonment of those rights; stale homilies 
about union and fanaticism; puerile rhetoric, and 
jesuitical sophistry. When the report squints 
even at the constitutional argument, it shrinks 
back from declaring it unconstitutional, and mol- 
lifies with the phrase, ‘* violation of the public 
faith.’’ Why not speak out? The chairman of 
that committee assured me and my friend from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wasx,] and others who were 
known to stand on the third parallel on this ques- 
tion, that he would not report at all unless with 
distinct assertion of the principle that Congress 
had no constitutional power to legislate upon 
slavery inthis District. And how has this pledge 
been redeemed? With a puling declaration of 
** violation of public faith.”” Mr. T. desired to 
hear less of public faith from one so regardless 
of private faith. Mr. T. would not, if he could 
fairly avoid it, send the report to the printer; he 
would rather commit it to the flames or to the 
hangman. 

Mr. OWENS said the document must speak 


to have the documents printed, so that it might 
be fairly understood, and might be a subject of 
deliberation hereafter; but no one had anticipated 
a debate on it at this stage. He had supposed 
every gentleman would have concurred in a motion 
to’ print, so that they would have an opportunity 
to deliberate upon it and make up an opinion. 
It was a document of great length, and it was 
impossible for gentlemen to make up an opinion 
upon it unless they were predisposed to _— 
it. He had hoped that gentlemen would have 
permitted it to take the usual course, and then 
they would have an ne to make up an 
opinion upon it. Mr. O. concluded by moving 
to print thirty thousand extra copies of the re- 
ore. 

Mr. BOULDIN remarked that he would not 
have said a word on this motion, but for the fact 
that he had often expressed his willingness to 
print the memorials, or some of them, on this 
subject; that he had yielded his opinion, and 
openly and expressly, often in this House and 
elsewhere, expressed it, that it would be better 
to print the memorials, and even the abolition 
papers, or let them circulate openly, (seeing that 
they were circulated covertly,) than to refuse. 
He had given up his own notion to the better 
judgment and experience of others from the South, 
knowing their feelings and interests to be the 
same with his,and their judgments more matured, 
and better. He had voted against printing against 
his own judgment, in compliance with that of. his 
colleagues from the South, and, as he believed, 
with that of his constituents. He had thought 
the people ought to know who they were, many 
or few, and what they wanted. It could do no 
harm. Mr. B. said he was asked bya friend, in 
an under, but audible tone of voice, why not print 
this report?) Mr. B. said he had voted against 
raising the committee; that the report came from 
that committee; that it contained matters that he 
was not willing to pay for or vote for; that the 
memorials and papers before alluded to were from 
known and acknowledged enemies (in this par- 
ticular) to the interests of the South; but their 
projects he was willing his constituents should 
understand and know. This report contained 
arguments and positions that he did not believe 
would do his constituents and the country any 

ood. He had not heard every word read, but 
So had heard enough to satisfy him that the gen- 
era! aspect of it would not suit bim or his con- 
stituents. He did not wish to pay for the printing 
of it, nor was he willing to have any one in doubt 
about his objection to the raising of the commit- 
tee, or the general complexion of the report. He 
said he had boarded, and still boarded, with the 
henorable chairman, [Mr. Pincxwer,] and lived, 
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and had lived, and still should live, he had no 
doubt, in the utmost friendship and harmony with 
that gentleman. He could not, therefore, be then 
influenced by any dislike to the chairman. He 
simply did not wish to print it; and having ex- 
pressed his opinion hitherto that he wished all 





upon the subject printed, and was only restrained || 


by the general opinion of the South, he wished 
to make this explanation; the more especially as 
he expected, and had little doubt, that many of 


his political friends, and others from the South, 


would vote for the printing. He thought the 
rights of the District and the South were plain, 
and needed neither report nor argument to sustain 
them; that they were well understood; and all we 
wanted to know upon the subject was, whether 
anybody intended to interfere with those rights. 
r. HAWES was convinced, from the argu- 
ments of gentlemen, that this report ought to be 
printed. No sooner was this very long report 
read, in the preparation of which the committee 
had been engaged weeks upon Weeks, than one 
gentleman from the South rose in his place, and 
said he could not vote for it, because it contained | 
such and such matters. Another gentleman from 
the South rose and said that he would go for 


as going to allay the excitement at the South; 
and this difference of opinion he considered as 
the strongest reason why the document should be 
printed. His constituents would not permit him 
to form an opinion for them in this matter; they | 
would require the report itself to be submitted to | 
them; and he thought the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia had gone rather far in speaking for his con- | 
stituents. 

Mr. WISE said he could speak for every man 


| 
| 
| printing the document, because he considered it | 


satisfied with this report; and with the exception 
of a few, he could spe*k for the State. Whilst 
up, he would say to the gentleman from Georgia— 
who had said that none would oppose the print- 
ing, except those predisposed not-to agree with 
it—he would say that, in consequence of the 
pledge given to him, he had kept a strict eye 
upon the report while reading; and besides this, | 
he was informed by the gentleman from Georgia | 
himself, that there was no express declaration | 
that Congress had not the power to abolish | 
slavery in the District. 

Mr. OWENS said that the observations of the | 
gentleman from Virginia showed the necessity of | 
having this document printed, so that every gen- 
tleman could be clearly informed on the subject. 

Mr. HAWES remarked that the gentleman 


in his district, and say that they would not be 
| 





from Virginia [Mr. Wisr] had said that he would 
answer for every man in his district. He believed | 
the constituents of that gentleman, from what he | 
had heard of them, to be a highminded and hon- | 
orable set of men; but he would say that, if they | 
permitted their representative to form an opinion | 
for them, they were a most servile set of men. | 
Mr. H. said his constituents would demand to 


have the document laid before them for their || 


own examination; and he felt it to be his duty 
to vote for the printing of the largest number of | 


copies. 

Mr. HOWARD said that he intenged to vote, | 
not only for printing the document, but for print- | 
ing the largest number proposed, and wished to | 
state the reason why he would do so. However | 
deeply the States to the south of Virginia might | 
be interested in the question of abolition of slavery | 
in the District, it must be conceded tat the two | 
States which had ceded to the Federal Govern- 
ment a portion of their territory and population, 
were peculiarly bound to watch the exercise of | 
the powers of Congress, and see that the intention | 
of the nt was not frustrated. Of these two | 
States, Maryland, perhaps, might be expected to | 
feel a deeper interest than even Virginia, because 
of her being the frontier of the slaveholding 
States, liable to be affected most early and sensib] 
by any abolition movement. In the siege whic 
the fanatics of the North were carrying on against 


were upon the records of this House, and mani- 

| fested as much sensibility as was shown by an 

_ part of the United States. He himself (Mr. H. 

said) was a slaveholder, and partook largely of 
the feelings incident to that condition. hen 

| he left his home to take his seat in this House, 

| he Jeft his children surrounded by slaves, and 

| therefore could not but be sensitive to any move- 

| ment which went to corrupt the principles of that 

| species of population. Butas far as he had been 

able to understand the report from hearing it read, 

he could not concur with the gentleman from 

Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] that the entire question of 
constitutional power was surrendered. On the 

contrary, he thought the rights of the people of 
Maryland, Virginia, and the District, were suf- 
ficiently défended in the report, by the denial of 
any power to Congress to go further on the subject 
of slavery than the States ceding the territory 
did, or might do. To ascertain whether the 
mere abstract power existed in the Federal Goy- 
ernment, it would be necessary to enter into a 

| critical examination of the acts of cession, and 
‘the Constitution ; but as long as the ground as- 
sumed in the report should be adhered to by 

| Congress, viz: that the people in the District 
were entitled to equal protection at the hands of 
Congress with the inhabitants of Virginia and 
Maryland, he thought it unnecessary to inquire 
into an abstract point, which might or might not 
ever come up fordecision. Although the conse- 
quences flowing from an opinion furnished no 
exclusive guide to the accuracy of that opinion, 
especially upon a pon of law, yet in this case 
it might be useful to regard the results which 
would follow from the establishment of the doc- 
| trine maintained in the report, and that contended 

for by the gentleman from Virginia. 

Maryland had passed an act appropriating 
| $200,000 to send out of the United States free 
| blacks, or such slaves as might be voluntarily 
emancipated. The managers of this fund were 
aided by a society, of which he (Mr. H.) had the 
honor to be the presiding officer; and they had es- 
tablished a colony in Africa, which was as flour- 
ishing as any colony which had ever been planted. 
As faras their experience had gone, the number of 
slaves who were voluntarily emancipated by their 
masters, for the purpose of being sent to Africa, 








this fact, ofitself, might saggy the non-slavehold- 
ing States, that humanity as wellas policy required 
the adjustment of every matter relating to the Af- 
| rican race to be left to those who best understood 
| their condition. “By them alone could any truly 
wise or humane measure ever be carried into 
effect? What might be the consequence of this 
| step, taken by Maryland, no one could foresee; 
but it was evident, that if emancipation continued 
| to be ahead of funds, an increase of pecuniary 
| means must eventuate in the conversion of that 
| State into a non-slaveholding State. Now, sup- 
ieee this result to take place in any given pum- 
| ber of years, and the same thing to occur in 
| Virginia: it is clear that the construction of those 
| opposed to the report would consign the people 
| of the District to a remediless and hopeless con- 
| dition, whilst on the other hand the principles of 
the report would permit, upon the application of 
the inhabitants, hs extension to them by Con- 
ess, of the same laws which had operated upon 
aryland and Virginia. That such a construc- 
| tion of the powers of Congress as would enable 
| them to do this would be attended with a desir- 
able result must, he thought, be admitted upon 
all hands, provided the phraseology of the Con- 
stitution and the acts of cession would admit of 
it; and this was the only case in which he under- 
| stood the report to assert that Congress possessed 
any power over slavery in the District. 

Mr. OWENS rose to inquire whether the gen- 
tleman from Maryland was not going too far into 
the merits of the report, upon a motion to print. 

Mr. HOWARD said, that» during the whole 
session he had carefully avoidea giving any en- 


1 
: 
| was greater than the means of sending them; and 





the District, some of the bombs and shells which || couragement to general debates upon the subject 
they were aiming to throw into this ‘House || of slavery, and was unwilling now to do any- 


might be expected to burst on the way; and so 


thing more than state the reason why he should 


ithad proved. The feelings of a large portion of || vote for printing an extra number of the report. 


the people whom he had the honor to represent 


Having expressed this, he would hope, with the 


had been much roused, and they had expressed || gentleman from Georgia, that the debate would 
them in resolutions at public meetings, which || not be prolonged. 


May 18, 
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1836. 


LL 
Mr. PATTON wished to state his reasons for 





voting to print this document. He should not 
only vote to print the usual number, but he would 
vote to print any reasonable extra number. The 
report was presented to him as the result of the 
labors of a committee which had been raised to 
take into consideration a most interesting and ex- 
citing subject. He had not concurred with the 
House in the course it thought proper to pursue | 


on this subject, because he was not of opinion || 


that it was the most prudent and judicious course; 
and he had not changed in opinion. He was 
perfectly satisfied that the expectations of gentle- 
men would be frustrated and disappointed. Not- 
withstanding this, he would be in favor of having 
the report take its usual course. No matter 
whether they agreed with the conclusions to | 
which the committee had come or not, still it 
should be put in a form in which the House could 
judge of its acts of omission or of commission. | 
‘No man could suppose that, by refusing to print 

it, it would not be a subject of discussion there 

and elsewhere. The document would be printed; | 
and the agitators and fanatics of the N aah would | 
seize upon it, and discussion would again be re- 
newed. He did not believe that there was an | 





Abolitionist from the Potomac to the northern- 
most part of Maine, who would not be in favor of 
printing this document. He begged leave to say | 
that, in voting to print, he must not be understood | 
as concurring with the committee in their report; 
because he apprehended that it did not go so far 
as he desired it should go. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said, if he understood the 
question rightly, it was to print the usual num- 
ber of copies, and he woul 
to gentlemen whether it ought to be discussed | 
before it was printed. He must confess, although 
he listened very closely to the reading of the doc- | 
ument, that other gentlemen had been more for- 
tunate than himself in hearing it, if they were 
able to decide that it should not be printed. He 
asked the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
if he was prepared to act on this report before it 
was printed; and he would also ask whether 
voting to print the usual number could be con- 
strued into an acquiescence in the report? He was 
ene to hear the opposition which had been 
made to this report, because, so far as he had 
heard, it asserted every principle which the South 
contended for, except, perhaps, so far as the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was concerned; and when this 
question came before the House he was prepared 
to express his opinion upon it, as his mind was 
made up, but he did not consider this the proper 
time to do so. 

Mr. WISE rose to state to the House that he 
did not mean to object to the printing of the usual 
number; but he objected to the printing of any | 
extra number. 

Mr. ROBERTSON objected to the printing of 
the usual or any other number of this report. 

The hour of one having arrived, the Speaker 
arrested the discussion. 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules until | 
half past one o’clock, for the purpose of dispos- 
ing of the motion to print; which was agreed to— 
ayes 127, noes not counted. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND was in favor of printing 
the report, which had been made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. That gentleman had | 
been accused by one ofhis colleagues [Mr.THomp- 
son] of misrepresenting the feelings and wishes 
of his State. This was a high and grave charge, 
and he wished to give the former a chance of de- 
fending himself by printing his report, and send- 
ing it to South Carolina, and thus affording an 
opportunity to the people of that State to judge 
for themselves. He was not prepared to say, 
that all the reasoning of the report would suit 
either his constituents or himself, but this would 
not prevent him from having it printed and sent 
out Fr the judgment of the country; and he would 
always be ready to afford an opportunity to those, 
against whom serious charges had been made, to 
be heard. , 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, could 
not oppose printing the ordinary number of this 
report, but objected to printing an extra quantity. | 

e repeated, that his colleague [Mr. Pinckney] | 
had grossly misrepresented his. State. But it | 





seemed that the gentleman from Pennsylvania ' for consideration. 


respectfully suggest || 
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| ber. 


| with the gentleman in the attainment of 





a 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


In further execution of the special order of the 
26th of January, the House resolved itself into 


pion for the gentleman from South Carolina. The ao ws Mame, of New York, eta ae y 


gentleman from Pennsylvania had furnished the || and resumed the consideration of the bill making 


world with his canons of political ethics; it was saat iit’ Santi 
a simple question of the rule of three, how much Theite ahceder he peeruaner 1 507 -. - 


principle will an ascertained amount of interest | The question pending was the amendment of 
give? He should suppose, from the zeal of that || My. CampreLenc, to insert an additional item in 
gentleman in this matter, that he had some in- || the pill appropriating the sum of $700,000 for the 
terest in it. || armament of the fortifications. 

.Mr. ROBERTSON contended that the report || My. FORESTER, who was entitled to the floor, 
yielded to Congress the right to abolish slavery || addressed the committee at some length. He 
in this District, and yielded everything which the || took a general view of the subject of fortifications, 
Abolitionists could have arpemes when they sent || and avowed himself in favor of a plan to protect 
their petitions there. He had heard the report |) the more exposed and prominent points, but op- 
read, he would not say with surprise, but with deep | posed to a general scheme of fortifying the whole 
mortification and regret; because it was notcalcu- || of the sea-board. He was also in favor of such 
lated to put the South uponthe ground which she |} an increase of the Navy as would render it effi- 
ought to occupy; and the resolutions did not go to || cient to protect our commerce, and to defend our- 
the extent absolutely necessary to the peace and || selves in case of attack. He then entered into an 
safety of the country. Mr. R. contended that || examination of the present and probable future 
the printing of a document was left to the discre- || amount of the surplus revenue, By the last re- 
tion of the House, and he thought in the present || turns of the deposit banks, they then had, to the 
instance they should not print. Mr. R. conclud- || gedit of the Treasurer of the United States 
ed by moving to recommit the report to the select $32,000,000, and $3,000,000 besides, de oaited 
committee, with instructions to report a resolu- by other officers of the Government. The last 
tion that Congress does not possess the constitu- quarter’s revenue, ending on the 31st of March, 
tional power to abolish slavery in the District of || amounted to $11,000,000 already collected; and 
Columbid 6r the Territories. ° 


: pig : : should the next three quarters be as much, it 

Mr. reer - a - ce rise to - || would amount to $33,000,000 more by the end of 

cuss the question. It had already been too much |) ¢he year. It was not, however, probable that the 
discussed. He moved the previous question. 


nS . coming revenue would be so large, and therefore 
Mr. PINCKNEY hoped the gentleman would || ho would knock off $8,000,000, putting it down at 
withdraw the motion fora moment. Hedesired 


: 25,000,000, making the whole accumulation in 
merely to say that the report did not, as had been |! ty¢ Treasury no less than $60,000,000, and in- 
stated, yield the constitutional power to Congress | cluding the $7,500,000 to be derived from the 
of abolishing slavery in the District. All asser- || Rank of the United States, would, in all, amount 
tions of the kind were grossly incorrect. to $67,500,000. He had taken some pains to ex- 

In answer to an inquiry, the CHAIR stated 


that. if th : ; a Sgn | amine the various public and private bills before 
at, if the previous question prevailed, the mai 


; db oe eee th om the two Houses, and the whole of them, suppos- 
question would be on the adoption of the resolu- || ing every one to pass, would require an aggregate 


tions. ; . : _of appropriations, ‘in round numbers, of about 
Mr. THOMSON supposed the main question || wwengtes millions of dollars, leaving, in the 
would be on the motion to print. He therefore || event of every bill passing, at the lowest estimate 
withdrew the motion for the previous question. |! oF the accruing revenue, upwards of forty-two 
t a) os ner the floor; but yielded || mijjions of dollars. He then proceeded to discuss 
it tor explanation to ; the tariff question and its consequences, the sub- 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, who replied to the re- ject of intend ieapeotemsintinthes, and replied to 
marks of the gentleman from South Carolina, || ‘some of the points advanced by one of the gen- 
[Mr. Tuompson.] Mr. S. said that the gentleman || tjemen from New York, [Mr. Moore.] He 
had backed out from the ground which he origin- || adyerted to the course of Mr. Van Buren on the 
ally took. At first he was for burning the re- foregoing subjects, and said he believed that gen- 
port, or giving it over to the common hangman; |) tjoman had voted for every tariff measure that had 
now he was in favor of printing the usual num- |) heen brought forward, and also for every measure 
But the gentleman had spoken of him as || ot pulsondt ieimestolanen, 
the champion of his colleague, |Mr. Pinckney. ]} A message arriving from the Senate, Mr. F. 


He needed no champion, and the gentleman might || suspended his remarks. The committee rosé, and 
want one quite as soon as his colleague. The || ¢he Speaker resumed the chair. 
gentleman had thought proper to allude to an old || 


and long since worn out imputation in relation to || WESTERN FRONTIER: 
The message from the Senate was then re- 


last up had undertaken to vindicate his colleague || 
from a charge upon which that colleague had || 
chosen to remain silent. There was much fitness || 
in the gentleman from Pennsylvania as a cham- | 

















himself. This allusion he considered beneath the || 
character of the member from South Carolina, and || ceived, returning, with amendments, the bill 
he would only refer the gentleman to his whole || authorizing the President of the United States to 
public life as a sufficient answer to the charge. | accept the services of volunteers, and to raise a 
The debate was here arrested by the expiration || regiment of dragoons or mounted riflemen, 
of the time for which the rule had been suspend- || On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the bill was taken 
up, and read as amended. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, objected 
| to the progentian in the bill for raising ten thou- 
| sand cavalry. 


Mr. Mc 





ed. 

Mr. LEWIS said he had received information 
of such a character as would induce him to move 
to set aside the fortification bill and all other busi- || 
ness, for the purpose of considering and passing || - 


AY remarked that the bill did not 


| the bill for raising additional volunteers, which || propose that number to be absolutely raised, but 


he expected would be returne 

withamendments. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG would coutny, 
ni 


d from the Senate || merely limited the number to ten thousand. 
|| Mr. LEWIS advocated the amendment, which 
ntemplated the raising of ten thousand men at 
s ob- |, the discretion of the President of the United States. 
ject, and would inform him that he had _received } The exigency for doing so had already arrived; 
that morning a communication from the Secretary and Mr. L. had received letters that morning, 
of War, asking an appropriation of $500,000 for } stating that there was a general scene of massacre 
suppressing Indian hostilities on the part of the || now going on in the Creek nation; that all the 
Creek Indians. | troops in command of the Government, not em- 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter || ployed in the Florida war, had been sent on to 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting || that point, but that they were but a handful; and 
the annual statements of commerce and navi- || the Secretary of War now invited the. peoneate of 
gation; which was laid on the table, and ordered || the bill, in order to send an efficient ai and pro- 
tection to the helpless women and children who 
were now at the mercy of the savage. ‘ 
Mr. GLASCOCK followed on the same side, 
and briefly supported the amendment. The num- 
ber‘of men to be raised, was left to the discretion 


unite | co 





to be printed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to print the usual 
number (two thousand) of extra copies of the 
foregoing documents. The motion lies one day 
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| The amendment of the Senate to the third sec- (| present troubles, but for whom the Indians would 
tion, giving to the President the power to com- || all long since have removed west of the Missis- 
| mission the officers elected by the volunteers, by || neg ith regard to the gentleman’s complaint 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, || isrespect on the part of the War Departinent 
when they are mustered into the service, being || Mr. 8. said, it was in the usual and customary 
read, /form, and the estimates were always sent to 
Mr. HARDIN asked for the yeas and nays || Congress at the commencement of every sey. 
thereon; which were ordered; and the question | sion. 


of the President, and he would order the partic- 
ular description of troops, infantry, or cavalry, 
according to the nature of the country where they 
weretoact. He earnestly eens - the House 
gs the bill as speedily as possible. 

ve ‘he question ak Solther debated by Mr. 
McKAY, Mr. SPEIGHT, and Mr. ASHLEY. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a wish for further 





information, before he desired to record his vote || being taken, was decided as follows—yeas 101, Mr. MANN, of New York, saw a connection 
on this bill; to know whether the exigency was nays 102. | between the gentleman’s argument and a certain 
sufficient to justify the raising of so large a force, So the House refused to concur with the Sen- | bill now before the House, the land bill the pas- 
and whether it was intended to add to the stand- || 


ate in their amendment. || sage of which might be rendered still more hazard- 
img army of the United States. Mr. A. then The other amendment of the Senate to the || ous by appropriating the public money to the 
reviewed the subject of the war in Texas, and fourth section, regulating the pay for mileage | absolute necessities of the country, and thereb 

passed some strictures on the manner in which || and forage of the officers and privates of the vol- || preventing a division of the spoils. Pass that 
that subject had been discussed, both in and out | unteers, was then concurred in—ayes 109, noes | bill, and the means for passing another appropria- 


of Congress; adverting to the resolutions offered | not counted. || tion would be exhausted. 
by him yesterday, on the subject of our relations The remaining amendments were then con- | Mr. BRIGGS denied that those gentlemen who 
with Mexico. On these topics he dwelt at some | curred in. || were in favor ofa distribution of the surplus rey- 
length, and contended that the nage of the Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. | enue, beyond what was a for the wants of 
bill had been entirely changed by the Senate’s | Mr.OWENSasked forthe yeas and nays; but | the Government, were influenced by sordid or 
amendment, which, he hoped, would be disagreed | they were not ordered; and the motion toadjourn | mercenary motives, or that,if such a haw were 
to by the House. | was negatived—ayes 73, noes 91. passed, there would be an end of appropriations. 
Mr. LAWLER adverted to the alarming ad- || | Mr. HOLSEY replied to the gentleman from 
vices thathad been received from the Creek coun- CREEK HOSTILITIES. || Ohio, and entered into-a brief statement of the 
try, to urge upon the House the immediate neces- || Mr. CAMBRELENG asked leave to report a | causes leading to the hostilities of the Indians. 


sity of passing this bill, and made a brief reply | bill making appropriation for the suppression of ane t 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Massa- | hostilities with the Creeks. || House to pass the bill without further discus- 
chusetts. Leave being granted, Mr. C. reported the said || sion. When the war was actually raging in our 
Mr. GLASCOCK also replied to the same gen- | bill, under instruction from the -Committee of || country, it was no time to set about inquiring 
deman’s remarks in opposition to this bill. He} Ways and Means; which was read twice and | into its causes; he therefore moved the previous 
regretted that any individual on that floor, and || committed. question on the engrossment of the bill. 
more so one who had occupied so distinguished || On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House | The previous question was seconded nem. con.; 
a station in this country as he had, should be || resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on | and the main question being ordered to be put, 
found openly to avow his feelings to be in favor || the state of the Union, (Mr. Dickerson in the | the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
of that tyrant and usurper, Santa Anna. chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the || third reading now. ; 
Mr. ADAMS explained that he had been mis- foregoing bill. Mr. HARDIN made a few remarks in reply 


Mr. LEWIS made an earnest appeal to. the 


understood. The bill was then read. It appropriated the | to the remarksof the gentleman from North Car- 
Mr. GLASCOCK replied that the gentleman | sum of $500,000 for the object above stated. | olina, (Mr. Speicut,] that the troubles with the 
had so avowed himself, though indirectly, and Mr. CAMBRELENG then sent to the Clerk’s |, Indians grew out of the opposition to the remo- 


his language could bear no other construction. | table a letter from the Secretary of War, calling '| val of the Indians. He repelled that idea, for he 
Mr. G. proceeded further in reply to the gentle- | for the appropriation, and inclosing an estimate || was perfectly satisfied that, let the Indians be re- 
man from Massachusetts, and siated his own | for the purpose. |; moved as far west as possible, still they would 
views with regard to Texas; that he went heart || Mr. ADAMS said he should vote for this bill, | be encroached upon by the whites. He saw but 
and soul with the Texans, and was ready to aid | both in committee and in the House, and should | one remedy, and that was to civilize them, and 
them, when the proper time arrived, in the most || also vote for its immediate passage this day. Mr. | make them part of our own family, or else to ex- 
efficient manner. He explained the provisions of | A. then availed himself of that opportunity to | terminate them. 


the bill, and supported it at considerable length, |, make a brief reply to the two gentlemen [Mr. Mr. WISE detailed some circumstances con- 
which, in no sense that could be put upon it, ||) Maury and Mr. Giascockx] who had spoken with | nected with the operations under the Seminole 
rovided for an addition to the standing army. || reference to him on the former bill. treaty, which were probably the cause of the war, 
he troops were to be raised for a specific time, On motion of Mr. OWENS, the committee | which had been furnished to him from a source 
and to be engaged in a specific service. rose and reported the bill to the House. '| upon which he could rely. 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, referred to the pro-|| The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the | 
visions of a similar bill passed in 1812, which || bill was taken up. 
offered a precedent in point, and he compared || Mr. McKAY inquired of the chairman of the | 
their details, to show that the present bill was || Committee of Ways and Means if the War De- | 
in no construction unconstitutional. He hoped || partment was in possession of any other inform- | 
the amendment would be passed without further |) ation than that which had been read? They had | 


Mr. MILLER moved the previous question; 
which was seconded without a count; and the 
main question, being on the passage of the biil, 
was ordered to be put; and being put, was agreed 
to nem. con. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House ad- 
| journed at quarter before seven o’clock, p. m. 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
objection. | for some time past heard many rumors, and it | 
Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that this | might turn out that the accounts had been exag- 
bill had been very deliberately considered and || gerated. 
discussed at great length when it was last under | Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that the let- | 


| 
j 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, May 19, 1836. 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of the repre- 
| sentatives of Charles Sanguinett, praying for con- 


consideration before the Committee of the Whole; || ter of the Secretary of War was very full, and, | 
and as they were informed that it was of the || moreover, a number of letters received by mem- | 
utmost importance to those residing in and on || bers of Congress from Georgia and Alabama had | 
the borders of the Indian country, that the bill || been read among the members. 
should pass without delay, and as the debate ‘|| Mr. LEWIS then sent to the Clerk’s table a 
appeared to be taking a very wide, and he must | letter from a gentleman at Columbus, detailing || 


say a very unusual range, he therefore moved || the most distressing scenes that were passing in 
the previous question. 


} 


was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
\| Claims. 


the Creek country. || Mr. KENT presented the memorial of the Board 
The motion was seconded by the House—ayes || Mr. VINTON said he should not vote against || of Trade of die chy of Baltimore, raat rcs 
98, noes not counted. | the bill, but he could not omit the occasion of || = 


increase of the compensation of the custom-house 


Mr. HARDIN remarked, that as he wanted to || entering his dissent against the extraordinary and || officers of that city. 


see how coe would vote to increase the regular || irregular manner in which this bill and others 
army by ten thousand men, he therefore asked for of a similar character, were hurried through the REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


the yeas and nays on the question of ordering || committee and the House. He complained also || Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Naval 
the main question to be put. | of the irregular and disrespectful manner in which || Affairs, reported the bill from the House for the 
The yeas and nays being ordered, the question | the Secretary of War sent his letters to the House. | relief of Gaetano Caruse, without amendment. 
was declared in the affirmative—yeas 126, nays The Executive was responsible for such matters, ‘|| Mr. PRESTON, from the Commitiee on Pen- 
66. | and a message from him ought to have been sent || sions, reported, withoutamendment, the bill from 
So that the House determined that the main || there. He believed in the end that it would be | the House for the relief of certain pensioners 
| 
| 





question, which was on agreeing to the amend-| found the fault lay with ourselves, and that the || therein named; and moved that the committee be 
ments of the Senate, should be now put. | Indians, both in Florida and elsewhere, did not || discharged from the further consideration of the 
Mr. BELL asked for a division of the question bill for the relief of Payne Perry; which motion 
on the respective amendments. was agreed to. 
The first amended being read, Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
Mr. HOWELL asked for the yeas and nays reported, without amendment, the bills for the 
thereon, which the House refused to order; and | relief of Samuel Kincaid and Peter Livingston. 
the first amendment of the Senate was concurred || would be only encouraging these Indian wars. Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
in—ayes 107, noes not counted. . | Mr. SPEIGHT referred to the course of the || Naval Affairs, reported, without amendment, the 
‘The second amendment was then concurred in | gentleman from Ohio and his friends some years | bills for the relief of John Devlin, and for the 
without a count. ago, which was the real and only cause of the ! relief of the widows and children of the officers, 


| 
| take up the tomahawk until they were driven to |) 
| it. He was for inquiring into the causes of the | 
\ war, for if, upon the faith of a few letters from 
|, the borders,and the requirement of a subordinate 
! Department, they were to pass these bills, they 


j 





t firmation of their claim to a tract of land; which - 
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seamen, and marines of the United States schooner 
Wild Cat. 
On motion of Mr. WALKER, the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of 
reémptions, made some days ago, was ordered 
to be printed. 


SERVICES OF VOLUNTECRS. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the dis- 
agreement of the House to the Senate’s amend- 
ment to the bill authorizing the President to accept 
the services of volunteers for the defense of the 
frontiers; When 

Mr. K. moved that the Senate insist on its | 
amendment. LHe looked on this amendment of | 
the Senate asa very important one, and that with- 
out it the corps to be raised would not be an efli- 
cient one. The difficulties with the Executives 
of the States with regard to the appointment of 
the general and field officers, would cffectually 
»revent this corps from being so organized as to | 
te efficient and useful. He hoped that the Senate 
would insist on its amendment, and thata message || 
would be sent to the House without delay, so as 
to expedite the passage of this bill as much as | 
possible. 

Mr. CALHOUN understood that the effect of 
this disagreement of the House was to change | 
the character of this volunteer force from regular | 
soldiers to volunteer militia. The bill, in this || 

articular, as itcame from the House, might have 
Cone informally worded; but he thought the in- 
tention of that body was sufficiently expressed || 
that this should be a volunteer militia and noia 
regular force. He hoped that the Senator from | 
Alabama would, in a spirit of conciliation, agree 
to add to his motion a request for a conference. 
Mr. C. then moved to amend the motion of Mr. 
Kine by adding the words, ‘‘ and ask for a con- 
ference.”’ 

Mr. KING asked for a division of the question 
as it stood; and after a discussion as to the points 
of order, between Messrs. CALHOUN and 
KING, 

The CHAIR stated that the proper question | 
would be, ‘* Shall the question on the motion of | 
the Senator from South Carolina be first put?’’ | 

_ This question having been decided in the nega- | 
tive, 

Mr. CALHOUN withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Kine’s | 
motion that the Senate insist on its amendments; | 
and decided in the affirmative. |] 

Mr. HUBBARD thought that it would expe- | 
dite the passdge of the bill through both Houses | 
to have a conference with a committee of the 
other House. 

Mr. CALHOUN renewed his motion to ask 
for a conference; which motion was agreed to; 
and the committee, with the unanimous consent 
of the Senate, was appointed by the Chair, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Catuoun, Kine of Alabama, 
and Bucwanan. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. | 


Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate, so far as in his judg- | 
ment the public interest may permit, and confidentially or 
otherwise, information of the present state of ‘he negotia- 
tion between the United States and Great Britain, respect- || 
ing the northeastern boundary of the United States; in- || 
cluding all correspondence between the two Governments 
not heretofore communicated to the Senate; and those pre- 
liminary conditions, without which Great Britain declines 
to renew the negotiation, as stated in the President’s mes- 
sage at the opening of the present session, and which con 
ditions he deems to be incompatible with a satisfactory and 
rightful adjustment of the controversy. 


TRANSFERS OF PUBLIC MONEY. 
On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the Senate 
took —— resolution submitted by him, inquiring 


from Secretary of the Treasury the amount 
of moneys transferred since the 30th June last to 














* | 





THE CONGR 


| BARD; EWING of Ohio, WEBSTER, and 
|| WRIGHT, 


of the bill making appropriations for the 
of sites, the collection of materials, an 
construction of fortifications; wen 


leave, by Messrs. CHANEY, JUDSON, REED, | 
LAWRENCE, GRANGER, ASHLEY, REY- | 
NOLDS of Illinois, McKIM, THOMAS, IN- 
GERSOLL, TOWNS, DENNY, HOPKINS, || 
JONES of Ohio, UNDERWOOD, HAZEL- | 
TINE, DOUBLEDAY, HAWES, STORER, 
McKENNAN, 
and LOVE; and appropriately referred. 





the banks east of the Alleghanies, from the Com- 
mercial Bank of Cincinnati and the Clinton Bank || 
of Columbus. 

After some remarks from Mr. HUBBARD and || 
Mr. EWING, the resolution was amended by 
inserting, ‘*the Frankiin Bank of Cincinnati;”’ 


and, 
After some further remarks from Messrs. HUB- 


ION 


| 
the resolution was agreed to. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. { 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
pe 


for the 
Mr. WRIGHT addressed the Senate in a speech 


of some length, in favor of the bill. 


After some remarks from Messrs. EWING 


of Ohio, RUGGLES, WALKER, and PRES- 
TON, 


Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the pending 


amendment by making it read as follows: 


For fortifications at Pcnobseot bay, the sum of 





dollars annually for two years ;”” 


which motion was accepted by Mr. BENTON | 
as a modification of his amendment. 


Mr. WEBSTER suggested that the question | 


on this amendment had better be taken when the | 
Senate was full; and as it was late in the day, he 
thought that they had better adjourn. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, May 19, 1836. 
Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 


‘eign Affairs, reported the following resolution; | 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 


|| fifteen thousand extra copies of the message and accompa 

nying documents in relation to the southwestern frontier of | 
the United States, communicated to the louse by the Pres- | 
| ident on the 14th instant, with the documents trom the War | 
Department on the same subject, presented to the House on | 
the 7th instant by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 

and Means. 


Petitions and memorials were presented, on | 


STANDEFER, MecCARTY, 


{Mr. Reywoxps, of Illinois, presented the claim 


He performed ser- | 


Sincinnati, in relation to ‘Texas. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Michael 
| Rickets; which was read twice and committed. 


On motion of Mr. LAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a mail route from Batavia, in the county of | 
Genesee, in the State of New York, to Pike, in the county | 


of Alleghany, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. STORER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 


the pension heretofore granted to John Hamman, of Ohio, | 
| a revolutionary soldier. | 


On motion of Mr. JUDSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | | 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a mail route from New Haven by East Haven, 


North Brewtord, Nagth Guilford, North Killingworth, and | 


Essex, to the city of Norwich. 


On motion of Mr. BAILEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 
be instructed to consider the expediency of granting a pen- | 


sion, or commutation pay, or other suitable compensation, 
to the legal representatives of the late Colonel Richard Grid- 
ley for his services as an engineer and commander of artil- 
lery during the revolutionary war. 


On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of making an appro- 
priation for removing sand bars and other obstructions to 
navigation in James river, below the city of Richmond. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 
was 


AL GLOBE. 


of the heirs of Captain William B. Whiteside, for || 
military services performed by their ancestor. | 
| Captain Whiteside was appointed captain of a 
company of spies, in the year 1809, by Governor 
Lewis, of Upper Louisiana. 
vice as captain foseveral months, at Fort Mad- | 
ison, in that year, and has not yet been paid for 
it; therefore his heirs pray relief. ] 

Mr. STORER made an ineffectual effort to pre- | 


gent the proceedings of a public meeting held in || from Virginia said, that they had surrendered 


= 


3 


lishing a mail route from Leadville to Westernford, in the 
county of Randolph, in the State of Virginia. 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report made by Mr. Pinckney from the select 
committee on the subject of the abolition ef sla- 
very. 

‘The immediate question pending was the mo- 
tion of Mr. Roperrson to recommit the report to 
the same committee, with structions to report 
a resolution, that Congress possesses no consti- 
tutional power to abolish slavery mm the Distriet 
of Columbia. 

Mr. BYNUM, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke at considerable length. He observed, that 
it had been said by certain gentlemen that they 
were disappomted in the report; that it was just 
such a reportas had been anticipated by them. 
In reply to that, Mr. B. said that the epposition 
to this report was just such identical opposition 
as he had anticipated. He was prepared to ex- 
pect that the report would not meet the approba- 
tion of certain gentlemen in that House, and he 
was not at all surprised at this opposition. It 
was surprising that gentlemen were prepared, as 
by intuition, to condemn a report of immense 
length, and that these gentlemen perfectly under- 
stood the report without having it printed for ex- 
amination. If, however, the statements of gen- 
Uemen who had opposed the printing of the report 
were to be takenas good for anything, it was the 
strongestevidence that the report should be print- 
ed for the consideration of that body and of the 
nation. It was due to the honorable chairman 
of the committee who had made that report, that 
it should be printed, because his motives and his 
reasons had been denounced on that floor, and 
this document should be printed as his defense. 
He ought to have it laid ie the people, who 
were to judge him, It would be an act of injus- 
tice of the mosterying kind to refuse to print this 
document; that gentlemen had aright to be heard 

before that House and before the country. 





‘| Mr. b. was not prepared to say that he would 


sancuion every sentiment and every principle laid 
down in this report; but he was prepared to say, 
that he would look into it, and give it his impar- 
tial consideration, and he felt himself free to act 
after readingit. Butthe gentleman from Virginia 
{[Mr. Roperrson] had stated that the report sur- 
rendered everything to the Abolitionists. It was 
amistake. Neither the House nor the report, 
so far as met his observation, ®irrendered any- 
thing to the Abolitionists. The very object which 
the Abolitionists contended for had been met by 
the House and refused them; yet the gentleman 


|| everything to the Abolitionists. 
| Mr. ROBERTSON explaine 
| that they had raeadetel 

| Abolitionisis expected. 

| Mr. BYNUM was glad he had misunderstood 
| the gentleman. He did not, however, know what 
the Abolitionists expected, because he was not in 
|| their secrets, and heid no conversation with that 
| description of men. They were at war with the 
| best interests of the North as well as the South; 
| and he did not know what they expected, except 
so far as their petitions went for the abolition of 
slavery in this District; and that question had 
been met by the House, and he thanked God that 
it had. Gentlemen had said that they had heard 
this report read with deep surprise, because it 
did not contain all that the South contended for; 
|| that it was not calculated to allay the excited feel- 
| ings of the South. Mr. B. was perfectly aware 
| that this report would not give peace to the ex- 
| cited feelings of some gentlemen in the South; 
and nothing but a place in a certain House not 
far distant from this Capitol would give peace to 
certain gentlemen of the South. 

It was thought by some gentlemen that there 
‘was nothing southern and nothing patriotic ex- 
cept that which came from South Carolina. Mr, 
|B. had not been desirous of entering into a dis- 
| cussion of this question; because it was one of 
| an extremely delicate and sensitive character to 
the South. ‘He believed it could not be beneficial 
to the South; and as a slaveholder, the haif of 
| whose property consisted in slaves, he entered his 


d. 


everything which the 


He had said 


! 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || protest against it, because, in his humble opinion, 


Roads be instructed to inquire intothe expediency of extab- |! 


e considered it as calculated to injure and pros- 
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trate the South. Gentlemen from the South 
assumed positions from which they were driven, 
and by this means imputations were cast upon 
the South. With respect to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia, he would have no 


objection to voting for it when it should be || 
brought up as a national measure, and brought 
up in its proper place, and in asituation in which | 


he would be compelled to vote on it; but he did 


not consider this a fit place to bring in this propo- | 


sition. The gentleman must have seen, by what 
took place in another body in relation to this sub- 
ject, that the South were divided. The Senators 
‘from Kentucky, as well as from Maryland, had 


dissented from the course which some other || 


southern gentlemen wished to pursue. Mr. B. 
considered it highly impolitie to call upon the 


House to decide a question like this, when the | 
South was divided against itself, and when they | 


could not expect to meet with anything but de- 
feat. He could not see how the gentleman could 
press this pro osition, unless it was because that 
the party with which he acted were more accus- 
tomed to defeats than Mr. B. was. Mr. B. said 
a large majority of the people of the North had 
met the South in the spirit of compromise on this 
question, and had al here 
some doubt in relation to the constitutional ques- 
tion in the District, still they would not touch 
even slavery in the District. He was aware that, 
in consequence of the course he had taken on this 
occasion, he was to be attacked and denounced 
both in the House and out of it, as he had lately 
been denounced by the contemptible lick-spittle 
editor of the Baltimore Chronicle, as being a trai- 
tor to the interests of the South. Besides this, 
communications were sent from this Hall de- 
nouncing Mr. B., and every man who acted with 
him, and pronouncing high eulogies on those 
other gentlemen who were now so ready ao 
this question; and who was itto be supposed pre- 
mred these communications? Fortunately he 
fad a pamphlet put in his hands, which would 
mark the individual who had been propagating 
these slanders. 
what this individual, who wished to be the now 
guardian of the interests of the South, through the 
medium of the press, had heretofore said. Mr. 
BK. then read the following extracts from the 
pamphlet: 

“Tam here, then, to tell what I know to be true of a 


much-injured and deeply-calunmiated man ; and I know, | 
us well as any, thapof all men he need not fear that the | 


truth should be toid.’’ 
* 7 * . 7 + * 7 * + 
* From his prison in Baltimore he was relieved by the 
noble benevolence of Arthur Tappan, who paid his fine in 
default of which he had been confined, and sent him once 
more to prosecute the self-denying errand upon which, with 
a tull view of all the cost, he had voluntarily embarked.” 


© . * ° * * * * * * 


*“ With a soul that, like the flower that emits fragrance 


from its wounds, only rose higher the more it was trampled | 


upon, he came back to New Engiand. He had felt, by ex- 
perience, what before he had only imagined, and, imagin- 


ing, had lifted up his voice against—the degrading pressure | 


of bodily confinement; and now that voice was to be still 
more eloquently raised to crush a monster so cruel and yet 
so powertul. He established the ‘ Liberator ’ press in Bos- 
ton, and has since been statedly and unweariedly engaged 
in its editorship. This paper and its editor are now identi- 
fied throughout our land with the subject of emancipation. 


ia; the universal heart of the colored population of the 

tepublic throbs with joy at the mention of them; the wary, 
calculating, selfish supporters of the colonization plot 
(strengthened by an array of the names of some influential 
men who have been cheated into its support by the delusive 
promise of qreenttaes that can never accrue) are travers- 
tng the land from North to South, from East to West, to 
counteract the influence they are calculated to obtain; while, 
at the mere articulation of these words (‘ Liberator? ~— 
* Garrison’) the guilty conscience-stricken slavcholder howls 
Sorth maledictions upon both, and offers his blood-stained gold 
as a price for the Liberator’s head,”’ 


. * * * . * . * * * 


« Nevér, in the whole of my experience in human nature, 
had f met with a man more purely conscientious than Wil- 
liam Lioyd Garrison. Scrupulously regardtul of The Right, 
( may truly say that I never knew him to do wrong. His 
intercourse with his fellow-men was always marked by a 


nice respect to the laws of courtesy, as far as these did not | 
conflict with that more than paramount duty, moral oblica- | 


tion. He wasa devout worshipper of Truth, as a principle, 
and he never compromised it from fear or favor. His in- 
tercommunication with his -fellow-citizens was thus con- 
stantly characterized by a lofty independence which seemed 
rather that of the intellectual than of the physical man. His 
religion, to whose requisitions he was always cheerfully obe- 
dient, taught him humanity ; and he was hamble when con- 
templating his relation to his Maker and his fellow-men. 
But when he felt bimscif called upon to viudicate sufter- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


, although there might be | 


He wished the House to hear | 


| 


| ing Truth—to throw himself into the arena of strife for the 
|| support of principle, to become the champi6On of moral and 
| religious obligation—he was not, for then it would have 
|| been criminal to be humble or submissive. Having, by a 
|| careful and strict investigation of his positive and relative 

| duties, arrived at a conscientious conviction of the recti- 
tude of any particular path to be pursued, he fixed his eye 
resolutely on the high motive which urged him onward, 
| as his polar star, ang fearlessly trod therein, although his 
| course might have Men solitary.” 


was that spoke in this kind of style of Mr. Lloyd 


Garrison? This was the very man who had ar- | 


_raigned him for being wanting in friendship to 


southern men and southern rights; as would be | 


seen by the following extract: 
** At a meeting of the Board of Manggers of the Maine 


Anti-Slavery Society, holden at Portland, at the Christian | 


Chapel, on Friday, November 1, 1833, General Fessenden 
in the chair— 
** Voted, That James F. Otis, Esquire, be requested to 
| furnish a copy of the address, just delivered before this 
board, for publication, 


“Attest : Daniet C. CoLeswortuy, 
Recording Secretary.”’ 

| Mr. B. had been informed that this individual 
| acted in concert here with a certain oe froia 
| the South to make the southern people believe 
| that Mr. B., and those who acted with them, had 


|| that this man was the eulogist of emery: member 
|| that belonged to a certain party, and the denouncer 
|| of Mr. B. and every one who acted with him, 
|| in taking a stand for the people of the South. 
|| Mr. B. did not know whether these circumstances 
|| were true, as he held nocommunication with this 
|| person, and he would warn other southern gen- 
|| tlemen to beware of such men. 
| ‘There was another paper printed in this city 
| which propagated these slanders, the editor of 
, which had been striving—for four long years had 
been striving—to get up a difficulty between the 
| North and the South. Mr. B. said there were 
'| many other passages in the pamphlet he had read, 
|| which were more calculated to excite the feelings 
_of southern men than the ones alluded to. He had 
| read enough, however, to mark the individual, if 
he be the man; and common report said he was 
the one who had been endeavoring to set southern 
gentlemen by the ears. Attempts had been made 
| to cast imputations on the party with whom he 
|| acted in relation to this subject; and if it was not 
| out of order, he would call upon the chairman of 
|| the committee who had made this report to say 
what party had generally introduced these aboli- 
‘| tion memorials, and what number of those that 
belonged to the party with which he acted had 
signed them. 
|| Mr. PINCKNEY, in reply to this call upon 
him, declined giving any explanation. He could 
not do so, consistently with a sense of propriety, 
=~ the call of an individual member. If the 
House required it, he would state all that he 
knew respecting the memorials, but not otherwise. 
He had examined them very carefully, and had 
made a schedule of the places and States they 
|| came from, and of the aggregate number of memo- 
|| rials and signatures. 
| party, in reference to slavery, and therefore would 
| not say anything that might have the remotest 


| 








ject. It was not amiss, however, he thought, to 
state that the whole number of memorials pre- 





hundred and seventy-six; that they came from 








nearly eight millions; that the whole number of 
signatures was about thirty-four thousand; and 
that of those more than two fifths were females. 
He thought these facts ought to be known. The 
|| people of the South ought to know everything 
| respecting these memorials. They could see the 
immense disproportion between the millions of 
freemen who are determined to maintain their 


| 





j 
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ren, and the ban 
would trample on all laws, human and divine, in 
the relentless prosecution of their diabolical de- 
|| signs. He believed that there never was a health- 
/ter tone of sentiment in the non-slaveholding 
| States, in reference to the domestic institutions 

of the South, than at this moment. There was, 
| unquestionably, abundant reason for vigilance and 
|| caution in relation to the fanatics; but there was 
‘' also abundant reason to rely on the enlightened 


GLOBE. 


| Now, (said Mr. B.,) who do you suppose this | 


deserted the interests of the people of the South; | 


e had nothing to do with | 


tendency to excite any party fecling on the sub- | 
Their names ring from northern Maine to southern Geor- || i ) 


|| sented to Congress this session amounted to one | 


ten States, embracing an aggregate population of | 


constitutional ae to their southern breth- | 
of incendiary agitators who | 
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patriotism of the non-slaveholding States. There 
|| are at moral causes at work in favor of the 
|| South. We should trust their efficacy, and watch 
| their progress. ‘The people of the non-slavehold- 
|| ing States are alive to the dangers connected with 
| this question, and they are generously fighting 
| the battle of the South. They hens be en- 
| couraged by confidence and gratitude, not repelled 
| by vituperation and suspicion. Mr. P. said he 
|| deeply regretted that inflammatory discussion had 
again arisen upon this matter. He should do 
|| nothing to continue it. He had always depre- 
| cated the agitation of slavery in the Halls of Con- 
| gress. He hoped the subject would ston be dis- 
osed of, and that peace might be restored to the 
outh and to the country. While he was up, 
|| however, with the permission of the House, Re 
| would inquire of the honorable member from Vir- 
_ginia whether it was his desire to press his amend- 
ment to a vote? 
| Mr. ROBERTSON replied, unquestionably it 
was. 

Mr. PINCKNEY then said, if that was his 
object, and a vote should be taken, he should cer- 
tainly vote for the amendment. Mr. P. held, and 
always had held, that Congress possesses no con- 
stitutional authority to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. He thought it susceptible 
|of demonstration. It had been his opinion, long 

before it was ever talked of by many who now 

|ride upon it as a hobby. The gentleman had 
|said that the report-gave up the constitutional 
uestion. It does no such thing. It asserts dis- 
| tinctly the contrary, considering Congress as the 

national Legislature of the Union. As regards 

its power asa local Legislature, no opinion is 
|| expressed. Congress remains uncommitted upon 
|| that point. Ne decision has ever been made upon 
| it by either House; and why should a decision be 


He 
| 
| 








called for now? What would be thought of any 
southern marf who should move the resolution 
declaring that Congress does possess power to 
|, abolish slavery in the District of Columbia? 
|| Now, he had no doubt, that if the House were 
|| pressed to vote upon a resolutién denying such 
teged it would be rejected, and most probably 

y alarge majority. He did not know the fact 
of course, as no man can know anything that has 
not actually taken place; but it was his decided 

|| conviction, that such would be the result. The 
South would be beaten, as it had been in the Sen- 
ate on the question of reception. One defeat was 
enough. He did not desire another. That was 
the reason he had avoided pressing the House 

| upon the abstract questions of the right of peti- 
tion, and the actual authority of Congress over 
slavery in the District. 

Mr. P. had no doubt that the South would 
have been beaten upon both grounds, because he 
knew that the South itself was divided on those 

uestions. ‘The vote in the Senate proved that 
istinctly. But, in this case, the result, if given 
against the South, would be far more fatal than 
ever on the question of reception. It was an estab- 
lished parliamentary principle, that where a mo- 
tion is made to disagree to a proposition, and that 
is rejected, it is in effect a vote to agree to it; and 
upon the same principle a refusal to reject isa 
vote to adopt, and a refusal to deny is a vote to 

'| affirm. It follows clearly, therefore, that to offer 
a disclaimer of authority, not only with the moral, 
but almost with the absolute certainty that it will 
be rejected, is literally tantamount to calling upon 
Congress to affirm that it does possess this dangerous 
‘| authority. And why should any southern man 
do that? Why force the House to assert a power 
|| it is unwilling to assert? Why compel it to take 
ground against the South, and in favor of the 
fanatics, when, if left to itself, and its mode of 
operation, it would take very strong and decided 
ground in favor of the South, and —— the 
|| views and objects of the fanatics? hat good 
would this do to the citizens of this District, or 

| to the slaveholding interest throughout the Union? 
|| On the contrary, every man must see that it would 
give a most animating impetus to abolition, and 


| 
| 





place the peace and property of the citizens of 
this District in imminent jeo y; and not only 
that, but the people of the South, considering an 
= assumption of authority over slavery in the 

istrict as almost identical with a declaration of 
hostility against the institution of slavery inevery 
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other portion of the Union, might be inflamed to 
measures of violence, in vindication of their rights, 
for which there neither is, nor will be, the slight- 
est shadow of necessity. Mr. P. said he did not 
impute any such objects to the honorable member 
from Virginia—certainly not; but he looked to the 
tendency of his movement, which he could not 
but consider as most disastrous to the South. 

As matters now stand, everything is operating 
favorably to the South. The Senate, by a large 
majority, has rejected the prayer of the abolition 
memorials. This House has adopted resolutions 
pledging the national faith not to interfere with 
slavery in the District of Columbia. The tone 
of public sentiment is sound and patriotic in all 
the non-slaveholding States. The South, so far, 
is victorious, and everything goes well for her 
advantage and security. Why, then, press this 
abstract question now? Why force a battle upon 
aground no way necessary to the safety of the 
South, and with a moral certainty of being driven 








from it? Is it for the purpose of party agitation? || 


Is it for the purpose of exciting the South, with 
no shadow of necessity for such excitement? He 
could not believe it. What then? The gentle- 
man says a pledge of the public faith signifies 
nothing! Indeed! What, then, would a resolution 
of disclaimer signify? If the House can rescind 
the one, so it can rescind the other. But the 
House would be much more likely to rescind a 
mere disclaimer of authority, which is nothing 
more than an expression of opinion upon an ab- 
stract point, than it would be to violate a solemn 
pledge of the national faith, which it could not do 
without shocking the moral sense of every well- 
regulated mind, and degrading itself in the esti- 
mation of the whole civilized world — palpa- 
ble commission of an act of perfidy. Mr. P. said 
he had no fear of any such atrocity. He consid- 
ered the question settled. The Government had 
made a solemn covenant upon this subject with 
the slaveholding States. -Congress might violate 
the Constitution; itcould not, would not, violate 
the public faith. It was bound hand and foot. 
The South had nothing now to fear, except from 
those who are determined to continue the agita- 
tion of slavery for the purpose of excitement. 
Abolitionism es attained its height. It has 
begun to go down, and will soon disappear en- 
tirely, if we do not fan the flame ourselves, and 
will only allow our friends in the non-slavehold- 
ing States to fight the fanatics in their own way, 
and not trammel them in their operations by 
mixing up extraneous and unnecessary questions 
with the subject of abolition. One word more, 
(said Mr. P.,) and I have done. I have been 
charged with misrepresenting the South. All 
that Task is, that those who make the: charge 
will allow the report to be printed, that the people 
‘of the South may read it and judge for them- 
es. I donot pretend to be the South, nor will 
mit that any five or six men here constitute 
the South either, however they may be styled 
by certain papers the South—the exclusive cham- 
ions and immediate representatives of the South. 
rt the people read the document. That is all I 
ask; and then we shall see who is most faithful 
to the slaveholding interest—the humble individ- 
ual who presented that report, or those who op- 
posed its printing, and would rather have burnt it 
than allowed the people of the South to read it. 
Mr. BYNUM said he hadasked the gentleman 
from South Carolina for the facts; but, as he did 
not choose to give them to him, he was satisfied. 
His object was to have these facts laid before the 
people for their decision, instead of the bold as- 
Sertions that were made in that House and else- 
where without a single shadow of proof to sup- 
port them. He wished to know the facts, in 
justification of the party with which he acted, 
and to have it demonstrated whether the abolition 
petitioners belonged to the Democratic party, or 
to the. other parties which-acted in opposition to 
it. Mr. B. believed that four fifths or five sixths 
of the abolition petitions had come from individ- 
duals opposed to the Democratic party; yet they 
were charged, day after day, by such men as the 
eulogist of Arthur Tappan, with aiding in keep- 
ing up the excitement, and with deserting the 
interests of the South. He asked the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr, Ropertson] what object he 
in view in pressing his resolution? He 
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believed that gentleman had stated that the report | to the other, and this report was calculated to 


did not go far enough, and would not give peace 


to the South. Now, he asked the honorable gen- || 
tleman if his resolution would give peace to the | 


South? He feared not. The gentleman could 


not suppose that it would pass; he had too much 
intelligence to think so. 


as far as him who went furthest in defense of 


| 


excite rather than to allay this agitation. 
Mr. R. urged a variety of considerations in 
favor of the adoption of his resolution, as a meas- 


| ure demanded by the interests and security of 


southern rights; but he protested, on behalf of | 


the party with whom he acted, (and, thank God, 


the policy adopted by those persons who had | 


| taken upon themselves to be the peculiar guard- 


ians of the South. He had not listened to all 
the details of the report, as he thought that it 


| was to take the usual course, and be printed, so 
| that he would have an opportunity to read and | 
| deliberate upon it; and he expected, after this 
| deliberation, that he should have been prepared to 


vote understandingly on the subject; and the con- 
trariety. of opinions with respect to this report 
was sufficient evidence that it should be printed 


the South; but before he had concluded his re- 


|| marks, the hour arrived for proceeding to the 
: | 
Mr. B. said, as a southern man, he would go 


consideration of the special order of the day. 


|| Mr. Pinckney, on the subject of a 


he acted with the majority on that floor,) against || ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, and by general 
consent, the usual number of the a made by 
olition, was 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The House then, in execution of the special 
order adopted some days since, on motion of 

Mr. CONNOR, resolved itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Suruer:anp in the chair,) and took up the 


bill to change the organization of the Post Office 
|| Department, and to provide more effectually for 


| 


| 


|| the settlement of the accounts thereof. 


| 


Mr. CONNOR remarked that he should not 


in some shape or other, so that gentlemen could || then take up any time in detailing the provisions 


have an a Hd of examining it. 
not care whether they had printed five thousand, 


Mr. ROBERTSON replied to the remarks of 
the gentlemen from North and South Carolina, 
{Messrs. Bynum and Pinckney.] He had been 
asked upon what consideration he had proposed 


|| the Post Office and Post Roads. 
|| the bill be taken up by sections, adding, that he 
|| was instructed by that committee to move a 


his resolution, while at the same time both of the | 


gentlemen had avowed themselves favorable to || 
He had submitted the resolution | 


its adoption. 
because it was obviously just and proper. He 
set up no pretension to speak exclusively for the 
South, and had merely asked the sere of the 
House upon a — which was almost 
unanimously approbated by the people of the 
State which he had the honor in part to repre- 
sent. 

Mr. R. next replied to the argument ef im- 


} 


| 


| 


He did || of the bill, but would merely state that the bill 
|, had been drawn up with great care, and had 
ten thousand, or twenty thousand copies; but he 
| wanted it printed for his own benefit, and for the 
| benefit of the people of the country. 


been unanimously reported by the Committee on 
He moved that 


variety of amendments, which he should do as 
the sections were reached. 

The bill was accordingly taken up by sections, 
and various amendments, moved by Mr. Connor, 
were agreed to without a division. 


Mr. EVERETT moved to‘amend the eirhth 


| section, which provided for the appointment of 


| 


| 


' 


| ‘*an Auditor of the Post Office Department,’’ by 
1 


striking out these words, and insert *¢a Sixth 
| Auditor of the Treasury;’’ and further amend 
| the clause by making the said officer perform his 
| duties at the requirement of the ‘* Secretary of 
| the Treasury;’’ instead of the ** Postmaster Gen- 


|eral,’’ as in the bill. Mr. E. briefly explained 


policy in adopting his resolution. He inquired if || the object of his amendment to be to disconnect 
| a Pp 7 re 

| the Post Office Department from the Treasury. 
‘| Mr. CONNOR remarked that, though there 


it was impolitic to vindicate the rights of the 
Was there aoe propriety in deserting 
them? But it was said that a majority of the 


House was opposed to the proposition which he | 


had submitted. He was not aware how that 
fact had been ascertained; but, even if true, why 
should it be concealed ? 
or danger of letting that fact be made known? 
Mr. PINCKNEY explained. He did not say 


Where was the harm | 


that he knew of his own knowledge that’ the | 


resolution would be negatived. He merely ap- 
prehended that such would be the case. As the 


matter now stood, Congress was uncommitted on 
the subject. 


Mr. ROBERTSON: was opposed to all non- | 


committals. If the resolution should be rejected, 
it might then be proper to apply for an amend- 


ment of the Constitution, so as to place this Dis- | 
trict upon the ground it ought to oceupy in refer- || 


ence to the question of slavery. 


The gentleman from \South Carolina, [Mr. | 


Pinckney,] in reply to a question of the gentle- 


man last up, had stated that thirty-four thousand || 
signatures were =. to the abolition memo- || 
e committee, fifteen thousand | 


rials referred to t 


of whom were females, and he conjectured that | 


many others were children, although there was | 


i} 


no evidence adduced that such was the fact. It || 


might be safely affirmed that there were nineteen 
thousand male subscribers to these petitions, who, 
for aught they knew, were voters, or would soon 
possess that privilege, and whose influence it was 
not for him to measure. These constituted the 
bold, the daring, and the reckless of the Abelition- 
ists. They had many secret friends, whose names 
did not appear upon these memorials, and there 
was doubtless double, treble, nay, quadruple the 
number of Abolitionists which had been men- 
tioned. He repeated what he had said on a former 
occasion, that this formidable band of Abolition- 
ists had, by the report of the committee, obtained 
all they expected. They knew they could not 
now procure a vote of Congress abolishing sla- 
very in this District. This was not the right 
time for them to attempt carrying a measure of 
this sort. They had, however, succeeded in 
getting up agitation from one end of the country 


| 


| was no particular objection to the plan proposed, 


yet he did not think it would work as well as 
the proposition of the committee. It seemed to 
him vhat the connection between the Post Office 
Department and the Auditor was necessaril 


|| closer than between the Treasury and the Au- 
| ditor. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was in 


i’ favor of the amendment, on the principle that the 


duties of the Auditor peculiarly belonged to the 
Treasury Department, and to the Secretary of the 
| Treasury he should be responsible. 

Mr. BRIGGS briefly opposed the amendment. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, thought the amend- 
ment unnecessary, even to effect the object the 
gentleman from Vermont had in view. He said 
the object of the committee had been to render 
the Post Office Department independent of the 
other Departments, and this had been carried out 
where practicable. In the case of the Auditor, 
he had been placed as independently as possible 
from responsibility to the Postmaster Guseeel, 
except in one instance. The object was to keep 
the funds of the Post Office Department distinct, 
so that they should not be mixed up with the 
general funds of the country, and thereby provide 
an effectual check for the disbursements. 

Mr. PARKER was in favor of the amendment, 
because a more effectual check would be provided 
upon the Postmaster General, by eatae the 
auditor responsibie to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, than by keeping him subordinate to the 
former, which would be no check at all. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, was compelled 
reluctantly to admit that neither the original sec- 
tion, nor the amendment, met his approbation. 
He saw no necessity for having an additional 
Auditor at all, for he was convinced the duties 
could, and would be performed, if the House 
ordered it, by the Fifth Auditor, assisted by the 
officers of the Post Office Department; and let 
that officer be called the Auditor of the Post Office 

| Department. ; Y 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said that if 

they reorganized this Department they ought to 
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He was, however, prepared tosay that what was | 
contemplated by this bill would, in effect, be no | 
check atall; inasmuch as all the officers, the Audi- | 
tor included, were to be nominated in the first in- 
stance by the Postmaster General, to whom they 
were all responsible, and it would be absurd to | 
mappose that any check could be secured under 
such 4 system. 

{A message here arriving from the Senate, the | 
Speaker resumed the Chair, and the message was 
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take sia to provide the most effectual checks. | control of the head of the Department, in all 


Mr. GILLET moved to strike out that part of 


|| respects. I know not how such an office could | the proviso of the 8th section, giving the Post. 


be built up, attached to the Department, in a state , master General, or any person whose account 
of greater independence. If, then, the point be || shall be settled, and who shall be dissatisfied 
established, that such an officer is essential to the |, therewith, the power to appeal to the Comptroller 
Department, all the checks which are desirable to || of the Treasury within six months, whose de- 
be centered in him upon the Department are || cision shall be final and conclusive. Mr. G. stated 
secured by the bill. _ that his object was, that every account should go 

Upon the other point, sir, which has been sug- |, before the Comptroller without the form of an 
gested, that an auditor already provided by law || appeal, which would be embarrassed by rules, 
can perform all the duties of the proposed officer, He thought the provision unnecessary, and being 


announced, informing the House that the Senate | not now having his appropriate quantum of duties 
insisted on their amendment to the bill toauthor- | to perform, [ am uninformed, and have no opin- 
ize the President of the United States to accept | ion. For if there are gentlemen upon this floor, 
the services of volunteers, and had appointed a who are informed upon this point, they can read- 
committee of conference on their part. ily offer their eae to conform the provis- 

Mr, SPEIGHT hoped the House would, by ions of this bill to. such a state of things, and 
general consent, take up and consider the amend- | assign the proposed duties over to the existing 
ment, auditor, without throwing any impediment in the 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the House agree to ) way of passing this bill. 
the appointment of a committee of conference, Mr. HARPER said he would, when in order, 
which was agreed to unanimously, and the com- |, move a further amendment, to strike out ‘* Post- 
mittee on the part of the House ordered to con- | master General’’ in the twenty-fourth line, and 
sist of fiye members. insert ‘* Secretary of the Treasury,’’ and to add 

Mr. SMITH said he had found it oftentimes || the latter words in the nineteenth line. The effect 
very difficult, in the short experience he had had, | of this amendment was to make the auditor ac- 
to rightly comprehend the previsions of any bill | countable to both these heads of the two Depart- 
that might be under consideration; and stilloftener ments. With regard to the appointment of clerks, 
most difficult to comprehend the arguments of | he held that the head of every Department should 
gentlemen upon this floor. If he rightly under- | have the appointment of all the clerks and subor- 
stood the provisions of the bill now before the | dinate officers os therein. 
committee on the one hand, and rightly under- || Mr. EVERETT then modified his amendment, 
stood the arguments of the gentleman from Rhode | so as to make it read *‘a Sixth Auditor of the 
Island [Mr. Pearce] on the other hand, he could | Treasury for the Post Office Department.”’ 
not possibly conceive the applicability of the one Mr. MANN, of New York, believed there 
to the other. ‘The gentleman from Rhode Island | would be no objection to the amendment so mod- 
objects to the provision of the bill,on the ground | ified. 
that it makes the proposed new officer, the Audi- || Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, again opposed 
tor, the creature and dependent of the Postmaster | the amen@ment. He wished the Department to 
General. And how will he be the creature of the || have an auditor, but there was no occasion for 
Postmaster General? Why, says the gentleman, || creating a new office for the purpose. He was 
he will be designated by the Postmaster General | convinced that the duties of the Fifth Auditor 
to the President, and upon such designation he | might be doubled, and the work could and would 
will be appointed by the President. ‘This, it is | be easily done. 
said, will defeat the object desired in the creation Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment 
of an Auditor, as it will destroy the check desired | by striking out the word * sixth ;’’ which was lost. 
to be secured upon the revenue accounts of the The iirst part of the amendment of Mr. Ev- 
Department. Now, to me, it appears, from the | ERETT was then agreed to; and Mr. E. withdrew 
little examination I have been able to give the | the other for the present. 
provisions of the eighth section of this bill, that | Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved that 
the most independent and effectual check will be || hereafter the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury 
secured, and of the very character which the gen- || should be called the Auditor of the Post Office 
tleman from Rhode Island seeks. He must have || Department; that he should perform the duties 
overlooked one of the most important features of || thereof; and that the duties now performed by 
the bill, relating to the selectionand appointment J him should be transferred to the offices of the 
of the officer proposed. ' First and Second Auditors. 

The bill nowhere provides that the Auditor |) The Chair decided this amendment to be out 
shall be designated to the President by the Post- || of order, as the one of the gentleman from Ver- 
master General. But even if the Postmaster Gen- || mont had been agreed to. 
eral should be consulted by the President in the || Mr. McKENNAN then moved a reconsidera- 
selection of the officer, as it may be usual to con- || tion of the vote by which the former had been 
sult other heads of Departments, in the selection || adopted; which was agreed to; and Mr. JOHN- 
of subordinate officers in those other Departments, || SON then made his motion. 
still the bill provides that the appointment shall |} The amendment was advocated by Messrs. 
be made by the concurrence of the Senate, another || JOHNSON of Tennessee, MERCER, HAR- 
coérdinate, yet independent branch of the Gov- || PER,and McKENNAN;and gee Messrs, 
ernment, The language of the eighth section ofthe | ADAMS, MANN of New York, and CONNOR. 
bill is, ‘that there shall be appointed by the Mr. JOHNSON inquired of the chairman of 
President, with the consent of the Senate, an Audi- || the Committee on the Post Office, what increase 
tor of the Post Office Department, whose duty it || of expenditure was involved in the provisions 
shall be,’’ &c. This, sir, is the most efficient || of this bill? 
check upon the selection of this officer, which has | _Mr. CONNOR replied, a very trifling one. 
been adopted in relation to the appointment of || The only additional officers proposed were a 
the Comptrollers and Auditors of the other De- |; Third Assistant Postmaster General, and an Au- 
partments of the Government; and to meitappears || ditor, whose salaries would be whatever Con- 
the most efficient that can be conceived under the || gress might think fit to appropriate therefor. 
Constitution. It renders the Auditor entirely || Mr. JOHNSON had gone through the bill; and, 
independent of the Postmaster General for his || unless he was mistaken, it involved an annual 
appointment and place, and I think the whole || augmentation of expenditure to the amount of 
arrangement of his duties most judiciously and || about $70,000. 
happily conceived and provided in this bill. He Mr. CONNOR replied that the whole amouut 
said, from the examination he had given the bill, | would be probably $6,900a year, viz: $3,000 each 
he was unable to discover that the Auditor would || to the Assistant Postmaster General and the 
be, in any one important particular, subject to | Auditor. 
the dictation or control, in any way, of the Post-| Mr. MANN, of New York, could assure the 
master General, It is true that, by the eighth | gentleman, that the only additions made to the 
section, he is to submit certain forms for doing || bill were those indicated by the honorable chair- 
business relating to the revenue of the Depart- || man, |Mr. Conncr.] 
ment to the Postmaster General, and the latter || After a few further remarks from Mr. JOHN- 
has a negative upon their adoption. But in the || SON, Mr. MANN,. and Mr. CONNOR, the 
selecuon of the A 
his duties, he is made above the dictation and || Mr. Everert was, as before, agreed to. 


uditor, and in the execution of || amendment was rejected, and the amendment of 





| limited to six months, might be very prejudicial 
_ to persons at a distance. Mr. G. also moved to 
insert an amendment to leave the whole matter to 
the Comptroller. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that the 
/ amendment of his colleague, if adopted, would 
| require a new office and twenty additional clerks, 
he amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. HARPER then moved the first branch of 
the amendment of which he had given notice 
above, and after a few remarks from Mr. HAR- 
PER and Mr. ADAMS, it was rejected. 

The second branch of Mr. Harper’s amend- 
ment, being substantially the same as the second 
| part of the amendment which Mr. Evererr had 
moved, was agreed to. 

Sections from nine to eighteen inclusive, were 
severally agreed to with some immaterial amend- 
ments, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the nineteenth 
section so as to give the appointment of all the 
Assistant Postmasters General to the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, instead of, as under the 
bill, to the Postmaster General. 

Mr. HALL, of Vermont, opposed the amend- 
ment, because he thought the appointment of the 
subordinate officers should be left to the heads of 
the Department in all cases. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, saw no reason 
for ppmeany an additional Postmaster General 
at all. 

Mr. CONNOR concurred with the amendment, 
and stated that it was an oversight on his part 
that the provision was not pursuant to the amend- 
ment in the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew the amendment, in- 
timating that he should renew it in the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to strike out that part 
of the clause appointing an additional Postmaster 
General; which was lost. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out so 
much of the twenty-second section as authorized 
the Postmaster General to make extra allowances 
in certain cases; which was lost. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the twenty- 
_ third section of the bill, by adding a provisional 
| clause, that the contracts in all cases should be 

awarded to the lowest bidder. . 
Mr. CONNOR said the effect of the amegg- 
ment would be productive, in many instance 
| great inconvenience, in consequence of the mode 
| of ** straw-bidding,’’ some of the effects of which 
he described. Nominal, or straw-bids, were not 
unfrequently put in, for a motive well understood; 
| and if the Postmaster General was compelled to 
take the lowest bids in all cases, an important 
one might be withouta mail for eighty orninety 
| days. 
Mr. EVERETT replied that the twenty-fifth 
| section provided that the bidder should accom- 
pny his proposal by a written guarantee signed 
y one or more responsible persons. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, saw no objection 
to the amendment providing that the guarantee 
| should be signed by one ortwo postmasters. 
| The amendment was advocated by Messrs. 
BRIGGS, THOMPSON of South Carolina, 
| HAWES, and ASHLEY; and opposed b 
Mesrss. LANE, HOWARD, HUNTSMA 
| and BOON; and was then agreed to. 
| Mr. EVERETT moved to amend the twenty- 
fifth section, by causing the bidder to give a 
guarantee of ‘two postmasters,’’ instead of one 
or more responsible persons; which was greed to. 
| Mr. E. moved to strike out the twenty-sixth 
| section, which was as follows: 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





the transportation of the mail shall knowingly be made by 


| Sec. 26. ind be it further enacted, That no contract for 


the Postmaster General, with any person who sball have 
entered into any combination, or proposed to enter into 
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any combination, to prevent the making of any bid for a 


mail contract by any other person or persons ; or who shall 
have made any agreement, or shall have given or performed, 
or promised to give or perform, any consideration whatever, 
or to do or not to do, anything whatever, in order to induce 
any other person or persons not to bid for a mail contract. 
And if any person so offending be a mail contractor, he may 
be forthwith dismissed from the service of the Department. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, and Mr. BRIGGS, 
opposed the motion. 

Mr. WISE recommended that the gentleman 
from Vermont amend the section rather than to 
strike it out, so as not to leave so great a power 
in the hands of the Postmaster General arbitra- 
rily. He would prefer the existence of combina- 
tions than to leave so much power in the hands 
of that officer without limitation. 

Mr. BRIGGS said somebody must be left to 
determine, and the section was sufficiently explicit 
in terms, There could not, he thought, be a 
tribunal instituted for the inquiry into this mat- 
ter, and he hoped the section would be retained. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, thought this sec- 
tion of the bill absolutely necessary for the proper 
administration of the Department; and, upon 
reflection, he hoped the gentleman from Vermont 
would withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HALL moved an amendment to the sec- 
tion, giving the person offending the privilege of 
defending himself; and, also, that depositions 
should be taken, &c. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to amend the amend- 
ment by restricting the Postmaster General in 
the exercise of the power conferred upon him by 
the section, except upon written evidence before 
a tribunal authorized to administer an oath, and 
only then, upon due notice. 

Mr. ADAMS disapproved of the amendments, 
and the section also, for it was giving too greata 
power to the Postmaster General, and ke was in 
favor of striking it out. 

Mr. WARDWELL contended that the power 
embraced in the section was absolutely indispens- 
able for carrying on the Department, and he 
hopes it would pass without amendment. 

Mr. McCOMAS was in favor of compelling 
the Postmaster General to give his reasons for 
discharging a contractor. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, entered into a 
review of the section, which, (he said,) under the 
fairest construction, was strangely incongruous. 
He thought the best provision would be to make 
it the duty of the Postmaster General to require 
every mail contractor to file his affidavit, that he 
had no connection with these fraudulent combi- 
nations, and if the individual was guilty of per- 
jury let him be prosecuted by the United States 
attorney. 

Mr. GRAVES then modified his amendment 
by including therein the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

The discussion was further continued in oppo- 
sition to the amendment by Messrs. BRIGGS, 
JUDSON, and LANE, when the amendment was 
negatived, as was the other amendment. 

The section was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the following 
section was stricken out: ; 


Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That no letter or 
packet, containing any bound book, or any article of wood, 
metal, mineral, or glass, shall be carried in the mails; and 
if any such letter or packet shall be placed in any post office 
for transmission by mail, it shall be retained by the post- 


aoe and returned to the person from whom it was re- 
ceived. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, the thirty-fourth 
section was so amended as to require that each 
poses hereafter appointed should be an in- 


abitant of the place wherein the appointment was 
made. 


The bill having been gone through, 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office, proposed the following as additional 
sections of the bill: 


Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That, from the 31st 
day of December, 1836, the following rates of postage shall 
be aaa upon all letters and packets carried in the mail 
of the United States, excepting such as are by law exempt 
from postage, to wit: 

For every single letter, or letter composed of one piece, 
carried not exceediny: fifty miles, five cents; over fifty, and 
not exceeding one hundred miles, ten cents. 

Over one hundred, and not exceeding two hundred miles, 

fteen cents. 

Over two hundred, and not exceeding four hundred miles, 
twenty cents, 





Over four hundred, and not exceeding eight hundred ] Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to discharge 


miles, twenty-five cents. 


Over eight hundred miles, thirty cents. | 

And for every letter or packet composed of two pieces, 
double these rates ; and for every letter or packet composed 
of three pieces, triple these rates; and for every letter or 
| packet composed of four or more pieces, quadruple these 

rates: Provided, That all letters and packets of one ounce | 
avoirdupois in weight, or more, shall be charged single for 
every quarter of an ounce. 

Sec. 40. wind be it further enacted, Thatin case the Post- 
master General shall deem it expedient to establish an ex 
| press mail on horscback, in addition to the ordinary mail 

on any of the post roads in the United States, for the pur- 
pose of conveying slips from newspapers in lieu of exchange 
| newspapers, or letters, other than such as contain money, 
| not exceeding half an ounce in weight, marked “ express 
mail,’ and public dispatches, he shall be authorized to | 
eharge all letters and packets carried by such express mail 
with triple the rates of postage to which letters and pack- 
ets, not free, may be by law subjeet, when carried by the 
ordinary mails. 

Sec. 43. dnd be it ferther enacted, Thatthe Postmaster || 
General shall be authorized, in his discretion, to contract 
for carrying the mails on the navigable canals of the several 
States, in all cases where, in his opinion, the public inter- || 
est and convenience shall require it, and forthe time during || 
which mails may be carried on such canals, or any parts || 
| thereof, the same are hereby declared to be post roads. | 


Several other additional sections tn relation to | 
| the regulation of the Post Office Department were 
| then, on motion of Mr. CONNOR, agreed to. | 
Mr. SHIELDS offered an amendment of great | 
length, prohibiting the circulation, through the 
mail, of incendiary publications, prints,&c. Mr. 
|S. said, as he wished to enter into the subject at 
| length, he moved that the committee then rise, | 
| report the bill to the House, and ask leave to sit 
| again; which was lost—ayes 58, noes 71. 

Mr. S. proposed to lay aside this bill, and pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of the post route bill; | 
which was negatived. 
| At the request of Mr. LOVE, Mr. Surerps 
| withdrew his amendment for the present. | 

The last amendment, authorizing the Post- | 
| master General to contract with railroad com- 
panies, &c., having been amended as to the price 
to be paid, on motion of Mr. MANN, of New 
York, ; 

Mr. BELL moved a substitute to the whole 
clause, to repeal all laws prohibiting private in- 
dividuals or companies from carrying letters for 
hire, gnd proceeded at length to address the com- 
mittee in support of the motion. 

Messrs. MANN of New York,and HAWES, 
briefly opposed the amendment. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
BELL, WISE, and HAWES, when the amend- 
ment was negatived without a count. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, submitted the fol- 
lowing amendments: 


Amend the nineteenth section in the last line by inserting | 
*‘ three,’ instead of ** two,”? and by adding the wogds, “‘and | 
two watchmen.” 


Add the following sections to the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That the following annual sal- 
aries shall be allowed to the Assistant Postmasters Gencral | 
and to the clerks, messengers, and watclimen, provided for 
the service of the Post Office Departinent, to be paid at the 
end of each calendar month, viz: 


i 
| 
| 





To the chief clerk, $2,100 ; 

To the three principal clerks, each $1,700; 
To ten clerks, each $1,400; 

To fifteen clerks, each $1,200 ; 

To eight clerks, each $900; * 

To the messenger, $900 ; 

To the three assistant messengers, each $600 ; 
To the two watchmen, each $300. 


shall be allowed to the auditor of the Post Office, superin- | 
tendent, and to the elerks and messengers herein provided | 
for the service of his office, to be paid as aforesaid, viz : 

To the auditor, 83,000 ; 

To the chief clerk, $2,000; 

To the four principal clerks, each $1,700; 

To ten clerks, each 1 ,400 ; 

To twenty clerks, each $1,200; 

To eight clerks, each 3900 ; 

To the messenger, $900, and to the assistant messengers, 


After a few remarks by Messts. JOHNSON | 
of Tennessee, GRANGER, and MANN of New 
York, the amendments were concurred in—ayes | 
75, noes 61. 
Mr. SHIELDS renewed the amendment here- | 
tofore offered by &im in relation to the transmis- | 
| sion of incendiary papers, &c., through the mails, | 
and moved that the committee rise and ask leave | 

| to sit again; which was agreed to—ayes 78, noes 


The committee accordingly rose, and reported 
progress. 


} 


To the three Assistant Postmasters General, each $3,000. | | 


Be it further enacted, That the following annual salaries || 


| 


| the Committee of the Whole from the further 


consideration of the bill for the purpose of bring- 
ing it into the House, and having it printed. 

Mr. STORER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived—ayes 63, noes 81. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion of Mr, 
Mann out of order. 

Mr. MANN then moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of submitting a motion to proceed 
on to-morrow, from eleven o’clock, with the two 
bills in relation to the Post Office Department; 
which was agreed to, and the motion was made 
and carried. 

Mr. MANN, by consent, moved that the bill 
and amendments in relation to the organization 
of the Post Office Department be printed; which 
was agreed to. 

The House then, at seven o’clock p. m., ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 20, 1836. 
Mr. LINN presented the petition of John 


| Moore, and others, praying, for reasons therein 

set forth, to be released frem the payment of a 
judgment recovered against them by the United 
States; which, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the committee of con- 
ference appointed on the part of the Senate to 
confer with a committee of the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses as to the Sen- 
| ate’s amendment to the bill authorizing the Pres- 


| ident to accept the services of ten thousand vol- 
unteers for the defense of the western frontiers, 
reported that the committees of the two Houses 
had had a meeting, but that they had not been 
| able to effect the objects for which they were ap- 
pointed, having sat the whole day has ds com- 
ing io any agreement whatever. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, (from the same com- 
mittee,) observed that it was true that they had 
| come to no agreement on the point at issue be- 
tween the two Houses, inasmuch as some gen- 
tlemen seemed to think that they had the whole 
bill under consideration, and that they had the 
| power to modify it at pleasure. He hoped that 
when the Senate again appointed a committee of 
| conference, they would appoint gentlemen who 
would be willing to confine their deliberations to 
| the subject of disagreement, and not think them- 
| selves authorized to take the range of the whole 
| ball. 
| Mr. CALHOUN replied that the committee 
| did confine themselves to the subject of disagree- 
| ment until, finding that there was no possibility 
of coming to an agreement on that point, they 
| entered into a more enlarged discussion, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the bill could 
| not be so framed as to meet the concurrence of 


|, both Houses. His understanding was, that when 


a committee of conference came to a proposition 
| that could not be agreed on, the whole subject 
| was open to them. 
| Mr. KING recollected exactly the state of the 
| case. The proposition last made was, that they 
| should extend the term of service of the militia 
| force of the United States for a year, instead of 
its being a volunteer militia force. This was the 
last subject of conference; and after talking until 
half past five o’clock, the committee found that 
they could come to no agreement whatever. 
| Mr. CALHOUN said it was true that that 
| proposition- was made, but another one was also 
| made, and that was, that the President should re- 
| ceive these volunteers from the States by battal- 
ions, regiments, and brigades, officered by the 
States. The committee of the other House was 
unanimous in the opinion, that 1t was unconsti- 
tutional for the President to officer this force, 
unless it was made a part of the regular army, 
and that then he must appoint the officers in the 
same way that other officers of the regular Army 
| are appointed. He must say that this bill had 
been passed under the pressure of very eXtraor- 
dinary circumstances, and that, consequently, that 
consideration was not given to it in particular that 
its importance deserved. It had been called up 
by the Senator from Alabama, under the appre- 
hension of a Creck war,and its immediate passage 
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was urgently insisted on. Ther were told that | 
there were precedents to sanction it; but on ex- 
amination he found that there was not one. The 
precedent referred to was the volunteer bill of || 
1812, which was passed the very day preceding | 
the adjournment of Congress. By it, authority 
was given to the President to commission these 
volunteers; but on what condition? Why, on the | 
condition of enrollment. The bill provided, that 
after these companies should be organized, and 
their services accepted, they should enroll them- 
selves as part of the Army, and then, and not till 
then, the President was to commission them. 
Now, he would ask gentlemen to consider the | 
difference between this bill which had been cited 
as a precedent, and the one before them. By the 
present bill, they were te haveadormant military | 
force in the country, mixed up with the militia; 
and this dormant force was to be officered by the 
President, to mingle with our citizens, entirely || 
contrary to the provisions of the Constitution. 
They ought to be cautious how they established 
precedents. They all remembered the cireum- 
stances under which this volunteer bill of 1812 
was passed. Unfortunately, some of the New | 
England States held up their militia, and Con- | 
gress wanted to get that military force without | 
going to the Executives-of those States for them. 
‘They authorized the President to accept the ser- 
vices of this militia in companies; and what was 
the next step? It was first to enroll, and then 
commission them. And what was the next step 
now? We get (said Mr. C.) a military force 
mixed up with the citizens of the United States, 
not organized as part of the standing army, but | 
officered by the President, thus having, at the | 
same time, two militia forces, one officered by 
the States and the other by the President. Again, 
the power of appointment of the subordinate offi- 
cers was virtually taken from the President and 
given to the men. He wished to know the ne- 
cessity for this departure from the Constitution. 
The gentleman from Alabama said, that the mode 
of appointment provided by the bill would ren- 
der the force more effective. Why should it be | 
s0? Why would a force officered by the Presi- 
dent be more effective than one officered by the 
States? He did not think that the description 
of force contemplated by the bill could be 
aised. The difficulty would be in getting the 
men to enroll themselves; for officers who were | 
in the late war said that the same thing had been || 
ineffectually tried then. There were but two | 
ways of getting men for a military force; the one | 
was by volunteers raised on the spur of the occa- | 
sion; and the other was by enlisting men for the 
regular Army from the dregs of society. Now, | 
the men could not be raised under the provisions 
of this bill, and the result would be that there | 
would be a multitude of officers appointed by the | 
President, and no men to be commanded bY 


them. 
The CHAIR here stated that the debate was || 
irregular, the message of the House on the sub- || 
ject of its disagreement not being before the Sen- || 
ate, 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, to give the Senator || 
from South Carolina an op sortunity of continu. || 
ing his speech, moved to take up the message of 
the House with the amendment; which was dis- | 
agreed to. 
The message of the House was then received, | 
stating that that body insisted on its disagree- | 
ment to the amendment of the Senate. 





Mr. CALHOUN moved that the Senate also 
insist on its amendment, and that it ask for 
another committee of conference. 

Mr. KING said, although the committee were | 
very unfortunate in their conference upon the dis- 
agreement between the two Houses, yet he still 
hoped they might come to some solschaalon ina 
matter of such vital importance as this. He could 
not assent to the declaration of the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Carnowun,] that this bill 
was forced on the Senate by surprise. It was 
sent from the other House, and was some time 
under discussion before the Senate. It was time 
it was acted on with dispatch, as it ought to be, 
for the bleeding citizens of our frontier demanded 
it, and it passed without opposition even from | 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr.Carunovy] | 
himself. He hoped one more effort might be | 


_ by the President, he had wholly overlooked the 


| He did not believe that the appointment of the 
| same committee by the Senate and the House | 
_could result in any practical good. They had || 
| been busily engaged in the conference chamber 
| until a late hour yesterday, and when they had | 


| HOUN.} 


| in its terms. 


| considered as mere voluntary associations, under 
| no pledge whatever, except that of honor, to enter 
|| the service of their country. 
| ever, this pledge was redeemed—when they were 


|| six or twelve months; and_then there could not 


| them. 
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made, so that we might have a force in the field upon this point at the organization of our Goy. 


sufficient to meet the emergenc 


should there be, anything wanting on his part to 


ernment, this power had been exercised, over and 


stitution, under al] Administrations. The prece- 


Mr. CALHOUN said there had not been, nor | over again, ever since the adoption of the Con. 


give a safe, prompt, and efficient force for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers. If the gentleman tiie 

Alabama believed, that for the sake of having an | 
efficient force these volunteers should be officered | 


Constitution. He entertained the deliberate opin- 
ion, that this bill was wholly unconstitutional, 


_ and was not supported by a single precedent. In || 
_reply to the Senator from Alabama, he asked | 


if it was not under the pressure of extraordinary 
circumstances that this bill was called up and 
hurried through? 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he had been a 
member of the committee of conference; and if a 
second committee should now be appointed, he 
hoped he would be excused from serving upon it. 


separated they were further, if possible, from | 
agreeing, than when they had first met. 

For his own part he could not feel the force of | 
the constitutional objections which had been made | 
by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Cat- | 
It was true that the amendment which 
had been proposed by the Senate to the bill of | 
the House was somewhat vague and ambiguous | 
He had thought, at one time, during 
the conference, that we should have agreed upon 
an amendment to the Senate’s amendment, which | 
would have made the bill much more explicit, | 
/and would have removed all the constitutional | 
objections of the gentleman. When it came to 
the final vote, he found that he had been mistaken. 

The amendment proposed in the committee of | 
conference provided that none of the officers | 
| should be appointed by the President, until the | 
volunteers were actually mustered into the service 
of the United States. Until that moment, the 
companies which might be formed would thus be’ 


When once, how- 


mustered into the service—they became a portion 
of the army of the United States for the period of 


possibly be a constitutional objection to the ap- 
pointment of their officers by the President. Con- 


| dents were numerous. One act had been read 
_ which passed during the late war, conferring u pon 

the President, in express terms, the power of ap- 
pointing all the officers of the military force to be 
raised under its provisions, but requiring him to 
submit these appointments to the Senate for their 
ae at the next session. The very same 
thing was proposed to be done by this act, in re. 
gard to all the officers above the rank of captain. 

He was afraid to trust his memory in attempt- 
ing to state the proceedings of the committee of 
conference. So much had been said, that he 
could not, if he would, undertake to report it all, 
We did not confine ourselves to the point of dis- 
agreement between the two Houses; but almost 
every question relating to the military defense of 
| the country had been ably and eloquently dis- 
| cussed. He had derived much information on 
this subject from the members of that committee. 

There was one fact which he would mention, 
and which demanded the serious consideration 
of the country.at the present crisis. A gallant 
and distinguished officer, who was a member of 
the committee, (General Ripley,) had stated, that, 
according to his recollection, the history of our In- 
dian wars did not present a single case in which 
a volunteer force had been beaten by the Indians. 
Our disasters in this kind of warfare had always 
suffered by the regular troops. Our recent expe- 
rience was certainly in accordance with this state- 
ment. This important fact, however, established 
the necessity of raising volunteer corps, in some 
form or other, composed of our brave and hardy 
youth, accustomed to the modes of Indian war- 
fare, and who were able and willing to fight the 
Indians, man to man, according to their own cus- 
tom. Such men would best protect our citizens 
from the ravages of the Indians, and would soon 
put an end to the Creek war. 

He had said more than he intended, as his chicf 
object in rising had been to request that he might 
not be appointed a member of the new committee 
of conference. 

Mr. CALHOUN would have been glad if the 
Senator from Pennsylvania had stated the whole 
of his objections to this bill. He did object to 
the President’s appointment of the officers in the 








sity for giving him such powers. The volunteer 
bill of 1812, referred to as a precedent, was passed 
on the last day of the session, and there was 
therefore no time to have the appointments sub- 





gress possessed the pater to raise armies in any 
manner they thought proper. Whether they 
obtained skies by individual enlistments, or 
whether the patriotic young men of the country 
chose to associate together as volunteers, and 
come in masses, we had an equal right to receive 
The one mode of obtaining soldiers was 
just as constitutional as the other. 

The amendment which had been proposed, 
whilst it practically insured to the companies the 
selection of their own company officers, did not 
interfere with the constitutional powers of the 
President. The volunteers themselves were to 
designate such officers; and if the President ap- 

roved of such designation, these officers wea 
be appointed. This would be the best and 
strongest recommendation which could be pre- 
sented to him; and, no doubt, he would always 
obey the wishes of the companies, unless in cases 
where powerful and satisfactory reasons existed 
to render it improper. 

Until these volunteers should actually enter the 
service, they would continue to be militia-men of | 
the States, and liable to perform militia duty in 
the States. Their character would not be changed. 
They would not constitute a dormant standing 





/army in the States, with officers appointed by the 


mitted to the revision of the Senate. But here 
there was no such exigency; if this force was to 
be at all valuable in the Creek war, they would 
certainly sit there long enough to provide for its 
constitutional organization. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania had omitted another of his objec- 
tions. This bill conferred on the companies the 
power of appointing the officers, from the rank 
of captain down, and there was not the slightest 
authority for this in the Constitution. Remem- 
ber, (said Mr. C.,) that this bill provides for an 
army of the United States: it can only be de- 
fended on that ground; and the bill conferred on 
the companies the power of appointing their own 
officers, while the Constitution provided that they 
should be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. The 
proposition was to treat all the officers, from cap- 
tain down, as inferior officers, and this, too, in 
the regular Army; and to have them appointed 
by the President without the previous consentof 
the Senate. They well knew how an ambitious 
/man would proceed, when he wanted to seduce 
| the Army to aid his views. He would not go 
| first to the general officers; it would be the su 
ordinates that he would first practice on; Crom- 


recess; because he believed there was no neces- 


President, as has been urged, but would be mere || well-like, he would talse the corporals to his bed. 
associations, bound together by no law but that || The proposition was, in creating this regular 


of honor. Such men would always be ready to 
obey the call of their countrypin case of neces- 
sity. . 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Cat- 
| moun] did argue that it would be a violation of 
| the Constitution for the President to appoint these 
| officers without the previous advice and consent 
‘of the Senate. Whatever doubt might have rested 


Army, to confer on the President the power of 
appointing the officers of every grade. 

A member of the committee of the other House, 
who was.a distinguished officer of the late war, 
told them that it would be impossible to raise the 
force contemplated by the bill, as it now stood; 
| that the experience of the late war had fully 

shown that but an inconsiderable foree could be 
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raised in this way. This gentleman was most 
decidedly in favor of a volunteer force in the con- 
stitutional way. He said further, that if offi- 
cered by the States, a trained force of twenty 
thousand men could be got in a very short time, 
without the least difficulty. Mr. C. believed that 
if the bill passed in its present form, there would 
be a multitude of officers, without men to be com- 
manded: and that if it passed in the form recom- 
mended by the Senator from Pennsylvania, there 
would be neither men nor officers; and this Creek 
war would have to be ended without this volun- 
teer force. He hoped that it would soon pass 
off; indeed, he had just been informed that it was 
not likely to prove as serious as had at first been 
apprehended. He believed that a volunteer mil- 
itia force would be as efficient as the force pro- 
posed by the Senator from Alabama. Why 
should not a volunteer militia force, the officers 
having commissions in their pockets signed by 
Governor Clay, of Alabama, Governor Lynch, of 
Mississippi, or Governor-Cannon, of Tennessee, 
be as efficient as if their commissions were signed 
by Andrew Jackson? 

With respect to himself he was not ambitious 
of serving on this committee of conference, 
neither had he any objections to doing so. He 
held himself at tffe disposal of the Senate, and 
was content to serve or not to serve, as it pleased. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to state the history of 
the bill, which was a proposition to raise ten 
thousand volunteers; and the fourth section pro- 
vided the manner in which they should form 
themselves into battalions, regiments, brigades, 
and divisions, out of which lad arisen the diffi- 
culty in relation to the officering of them. 

It was yielded that they were not the militia, 
and, as his colleague had correctly stated, they 
turned out to be somewhere between the militia 
and regulars. Informing a battalion or regiment, 
if one company belonged to one State, and the 
other companies necessary to form it belonged to 
another State, how were the commanding officers 
of such battalion or regiment to be chosen? If 
chosen by the States, which State should have 
the appointment of them? 

Here was a difficulty that presented itself in 
regard to appointments by States, to obviate 
which it was necessary that something should be 
done; and in the discussion in the Senate, they 
decided that the volunteers should not be officered 
by the States, and the bill was accordingly re- 
committed to the committee with instructions; 
and in obedience to the instructions given by the 
Senate, the committee reported the bill. The 
constitutional question which had been raised in 
regard to the power of appointment by the Pres- 
ident Janiéieed the moment it was decided that 
the volunteers were not militia. He cited the act 
of July, 1812, as a precedent for this bill. But 
his schnees had drawn a distinction between 
that act and this bill, and spoke of a force lying 
inert and scattered over the country, and not un- 
der the control of the States, but subject to the 
call of the President. With all proper deference 
to the opinion of his colleague, he thought he had 
not construed this act correctly. By the act of 
6th February, 1812, the President was author- 
ized to receive fifty thousand volunteers, in com- 
panies, battalions, regiments, and divisions, who 
were liable to be called into service by the terms 
of that act, within two years from the time the 
President accepted their service. And where, he 
asked, were these battalions and divisions during 
this time? They were lying inert, and scattered 
over the country, organized and officered for the 
service of the country whenever the President 
called them into service, and in the mean time 
Were not subject to militia duty. And so it was 
in the other case; they could be inert for two 
years, from a corporal up. The enrollment was 
not to take place after they were brought into 
actual service, but when grganized to tender their 
services. 

_Although the President might issue commis- 
sions, he did not do it until they were enrolled 
for actual service, and subject to the articles of 
war. 
talions, regiments, brigades, and divisions. Mr. 
P. cited the lan of the act, to show that they 
belonged to and were entitled to the privileges of 
the mass of the people until called into actual 


He was authorized to form them into bat- ; 
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service. A portion of that organization must neces- 
sarily, he said, be by the appointment of officers. 


| Taking it for granted that this species of force 


was desirable, the committee were not willing, on 
the grounds of expediency, to endow it with all 
the constitutional powers of the militia. From 
1807 to 1814, this species of force was frequently 


la pealed to in our difficulties with Great Britain. 





| before the. other act referred to; the old Republi- 


| G . 
| ganization. 


| State Legislatures their system could not be al- 


he act of the 3d July, 1812, passed about a week 


can party, who voted for the war, voting for it, 


_and the Federal party, who voted against all the 
| war measures, of course voting against it. 


In the 
ordinary course of militia organization, the com- 
panies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and di- 


| visions, were all officered complete under the laws 


of the States, and in his State (South Carolina) | 
they had recently taken some pains in their or- | 
But who was to command this | 
force? Could the Governor call out one of these 
brigadiers to take command of a foree raised partly 
out of his brigade and partly out of other brigades? 
He could not do it; and without calling on the 


tered. I'or one, he would make no invidious dis- | 


tinction between a commission signed by George | 
McDuffie and one signed by Andrew Jackson. | 


But if eighty or one hundred men went beyond 
the boundary of the States, he would prefer their 
officer being appointed by the President. 

Mr. BUCHANAN could not now but hope, 
after having heard the observations of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr.Ca.novun,] thata com- 
mittee of conference might yet agree upon some 
compromise which would be acceptable to both 
Houses. He now believed, from what he had 


just heard from several members of the other | 


House, that another committee ought to be ap- 
pointed. 


The Senator from South Carolina had not, he 


believed, denied any of the positions which he | 
had stated. They did not materially differ as to | 
His 

(Mr. B.’s) positions were these: that any number | 


their constitutional views on.this subject. 


of individuals within the States might associate 
together, either in companies, battalions, or divis- 
ions, for the purpose of entering the Army of 
the United States for six or for twelve months, 
upon any contingency which might render their 
services necessary; that these associations would | 
be voluntary and not compulsory, and would be 
held together by no tie but that sense of honor 
which binds a man to enter the service of his 
country, after he has declared, in the presence of 
the world, that such was his determination; and 
that these volunteers, after having arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, and after having been mus- 
tered into serviceg but not before, became a part 


of the regular Army of the United States; and the | 


President could then, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, appoint their officers. At 


one period of the conference he had believed that | 
the committee would arrive at these conclusions. | 


One of the objections of the Senator from South | 
Carolina was, that the appointment of the cap- | 


tains of companies and other inferior officers | 


ought, like that of the superior officers, to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate. r. B. had been perfectly 
willing, and was still willing, to adopt this modi- 
fication. He could not, however, agree, nor did 
he understand the gentleman now to insist upon 
it, that these offices could not be filled without 
the previous advice of the Seriate. Such a pro- 
vision would render the law perfectly nugatory. 
We might not, and probably would not, be in 
session when these appointments must be made. 
The same necessity which the gentleman alleges | 
to have existed durjng the late war, for authoriz- | 
ing the President to make appointments during | 
the recess of the Senate, will exist in regard to 
the appointments to be made under this act. 
Besides, whatevermight be our opinion in regard 
to the power of the President, if the question 
were now for the first time submitted to us, Con- 
gress have so often authorized him to make 
appointments during the recess, to be submitted 
to the Senate at its next session, that this con- 
stitutional question must be considered as set- 
tled 


by the other Senator from South 


| 
| 
| 
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| not say that it was unconstitutional, because he 


had not examined the subject sufficiently to ex- 
ress a positive opinion. This he would say, 


Seonendl that it did authorize the existence of a 


dormant military force within the several States, 
commanded by officers appointed -by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and liable to be called 
into service at any moment he might think 


/proper. The individuals composing this force 
|| were exempted from militia duty within the 
| States, 


Upon the principles contained in this act, 
the militia of the several States might be sub- 
verted, and a national militia, under the command 


| of national officers, might be substituted tn its 


|) stead. 














This would certainly be at war with the 
spirit of the Constitution, which reserves to the 
States respectively the appointment of the officers 
of the militia, and the authority of training them 
according to the discipline prescribed by Con- 
gress. The militia emphatically belongs to the 
States, and not to the General Government; and 
it might be very dangerous for the States to sur- 
render their control over this force, into the hands 
of Congress. 

Under the act cited by the gentleman, a portion 
of the militia was taken from the control of the 
States, and relieved from the performance of 
militia duty, whilst they remained in the heart 
of the country, mixed up with the other citizens. 
This did seem to him to interfere with the power 
of the States over their militia, contrary to the 
provisions of the Constitution. But these objec- 
tions did not apply to the bill before them, nor 
to the amendment he had suggested. They had 
drawn a broad line of separation between the 
force to be raised and the militia of the States 
What they proposed was, that these volunteers 
should associate themselves together for the pur- 
pose of offering their services to their country; 
and that, when they arrived at their places of 
rendezvous, they should enroll themselves, and 
be mustered into service as a part of the regular 
army; but, until then, that they should remain 
as they were—citizens of the several States, 
liable to the performance of the militia duty of 
the States. With these views, he was confident 
that a new committee of conference might come 
to such an agreement as would be acceptable to 
both Houses; and he therefore hoped that one 
would be appointed. He was almost ashamed 
to say that 5 had never eee himself suf- 
ficiently with the rules which governed the pro- 
ceedings of a committee of conference. His 
common sense, however, had taught him that it 
was the duty of such a committee to confine 
itself to the point of disagreement between the 
two Houses; but he had been informed by gen- 
tlemen of great experience that the whole subject 
of the bill was open to them. Acting upon this 
principle, they had got into a general discussion 
as to the relative value of volunteer and regular, 
as well as the common militia forces. He be- 
lieved now that a committee of conference might 
do some good; and that, by steering clear of the 
constitutional scruples of gentlemen, a might 
agree on some amendments that would render 
the bill acceptable to both Houses; and thus 
enable them speedily to adopt a measure so ur- 
gently demanded for the protection of the suffer- 
ing inhabitants of the frontiers. 

Mr. B. said, as he should not be a member of 
the new committee of conference, he would read 
the amendment which had been so much dis- 
cussed in the old committee: 

Be it enacted, That the said volunteers shall form tlem- 
selves into companies, and designate their company offt 
cers, who, if he approve of such designations, shall be coim- 
missioned by the President, after they shall have been 
mustered into service; and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to organize the volunteers so «mus- 
tered into the service as aforesaid, into battalions, squad 
rons, regiments, brigades, and divisions, as soon as the 
number of volunteers shail render such organization, in his 
judgment, expedient, and shall then appoint the necessary 
officers, which appointment shal! be submitted to the Sen- 
ate at its next session. 

Mr. LEIGH said the bill, as it came from the 
other House, provided that the President be 
authorized to accept the service of ten thousand. 
volunteers; and the committee, finding ne pro- 


ni , _ _ |\'vision for ok field or staff-officers, pro- 
As to the act of 1812, which had just been cited '| vided that th 


e President should appoint them. 


arolina, [Mr. || In most of the States there were corps of men 


Preston,] he thought it went too far. He would |! called volunteers; and what struck him was, that 
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cepted, and that the first provision required that 
the companies should be officered by the States, 
But the greatest difficulty that struck him was, 
that when companies were some from one State, 


and some from another, in forming the battalions, | 
who was to appoint the officers for such battalions? | 


And so in the case of regiments, brigades, and 
divisions. He contended that the only mark 
of distinction between volunteers and regulars 
was, that one received the bounty and the other 
did not. As to the character of the force, the 
length of the term of service was of no conse- 
quence. It was a voluntary enlistment in both 
cases—the one with, and the other without, the 
bounty; and they ought to be commissioned in 
the same way as the commissions were issued 
for the regular army. But the greatest difficulty 


in his mind, was in taking a body of men out of 


the militia, and keeping them subject to the con- 
trol of the President. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the first proposition to be 
considered was, that the militia belonged to the 


States, who had the exclusive right to organize | 
and train them; there was no other militia known | 


to the Constituuion. The militia, therefore, was 
the militia of the States, there being no such 
thing asa national militia known to the Consti- 
tution. j j 
men enrolled and officered by the Government, 
liable to be called into service atits pleasure, that 
would be a national militia, which he supposed 
no gentleman contemplated. By the Constitution, 
they might raise an army, and ona sudden emer- 
peer call on the States to furnish military aid 
yy their militia. In the first ten years of the 
Government, a law was passed under their diffi- 
culues with France, authorizing the President, 


If they were to say that there should be | 


should circumstances render it necessary, to raise | 


a provisional force; and the act went on to pro- 
vide that when raised and organized, this force 
should be subject to the rules and articles of war. 


‘ - . } 
There might then be a provisional army as well 


asaregulararmy. He had noideathatany man 
could be in the military service of the United 
States, but in one or the other of the two charac- 


ters—a member of the regular army or a militia- | 


man, called into service in the constitutional way. 


He would be the last man to agree that there | 


should be an organized unemployed force scat- 
tered throughout the country, liable to be called 
into service at the pleasure of the Executive; 


but for a short service it seemed to him that they || 


might accomplish the object by providing that 
the men should have the privilege of electing 
their own officers, such elections to be approved 
of and confirmed by the President. It was with 
these views, and to render it more in conformity 
to the general ideas of a volunteer force, that he 
had made this suggestion when the bill was before 
them a few daysago. He had simply made the 
proposition, leaving it to wiser heads than his 
own to determine the manner in which it should 
be carried into effect. 

Mr. CALHOUN stated his impressions in ref- 
erence to that amendment; and, as he understood 
it, the members of that committee who voted for 
the amendment, voted for it as preferable to the 
bill of the Senate. The question was put dis- 
tinctly, whether they would prefer their own bill 
of the Senate, or the bill as amended by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, and they decided in favor 
of their own bill. The cases cited as precedents 
for this bill were not analogous; and by the act 
of July, 1812, the distincuon was still broader, 
which was ‘‘upon the express condition of en- 
rolling,’’ which, by changing the phraseology 
of a single word, would read, ‘on the express 
condition of enlisting.’’ The question was dis- 


- cussed in committee, as to what was the condition 


of these men before being called into service after 
their service was tendered. They were citizens, 
and he would ask, could they be tried by a court- 
martial? The question was simply, whether the 
President coul 
army, and leave them in the midst of citizens? 
He could not bring his mind to the conclusion to 
consent that the officers should be appointed with- 
out the consent of the Senate. 
of July was passed under peculiar emergencies, 
at the very oan of the session, and he could not 
consent to recognize it as a general precedent. 








PRESTON, CALHOUN, SOUTHARD, and 
WEBSTER, 


The question was taken; and the Senate determ- | 


| ined to insist on its amendment, and to ask for 


| Senate. 


another conference; and, on balloting for a com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, Messrs. Cat- 
noun, Kina of Alabama, and Nicnoxas, were 
chosen. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Indian department for the year 1836, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the suppression of hostilities by the Creek 
Indians, was read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 


after which, it adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 20, 1836. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the joint committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses 
upon an amendment of the Senate to the bill 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
accept the service of volunteers, reported that the 
committee had come to no agreement, and that 
he was instructed to move that the House insist 
on their disagreement to the amendment of the 
{The amendment provides that the offi- 
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cers shall be appointed by the President and | 
| Senate, instead of being appointed by the volun- 


teers, under the regulations of the State govern- 
ments, as proposed by the House. 
In making this report, Mr. L. adverted to the 


/ necessity of acting speedily On the bill; and 


| bill become a law. 


although he had been instructed to move that | 
the House insist on their disagreement, and was | 


| decidedly hostile to the amendment of the Senate, 


still, rather than have no bill, he preferred to 


take the proposition of the Senate; and he hoped 


some gentleman would move that the House 


| recede from their disagreement, and thus let the 


of a general Indian war, and the necessity of 
speedily providing for such an emergency. He 
was credibly informed that at least six thousand 
Creek warriors were in arms. 

Mr. BELL begged leave -to state, from the 
information which he had obtained, that instead 
of there being six thousand Indians in arms, 


there had not been more than six hundred; and | 
that in all probability the whole insurrection had | 
He warned | 


been suppressed before this time. 


| the House not to be driven into measures by this 


| panic, because it could not be possible that there | 


| were six thousand warriors ia the field in the 


| the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. Wutrte,] who | 


Creek nation. 
Mr. LEWIS had received his information from 


| had just arrived from the South. 


Mr. BELL said, even if the bill did pass, it | 
‘| could not be carried into effect in time to be of | 


| any service in the insurrection in Alabama and 


Georgia. The insurrection must be put down by 
volunteers and militia, before the troops provided 


| to be raised in this bill could be brought into 


| service. 


enroll a number of men as an | 


The act of the 3d | 





Mr. LEWIS had no disposition to delay the 
passage of the bill; on the contrary, he hoped it 
would be immediately passed. He had stated the 
number of warriors at six thousand. He believed 


that to be the number of warriors; and certainly | 


there were but very few of those Indians friendly 
to the whites. 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved that this House re- 
cede from their disagreement to the Senate’s 
amendment; and in making this motion, he would 
remark, he did not consider it important at this 
time to dispute or discuss the point as to the actual 


' number of Indians now under arms, and assuming 


a warlike attitude. It was enough for him to 


| know that many of his fellow-citizens had fallen 


| 


victims to the tomahawk and scalping-knife, and | 


that large numbers were fleeing from the State of 
Alabama, under.the greatest excitement, panic, 
and confusion, into the limits of his own State, 


for security and protection, to induce him to urge | 


and invoke the immediate action of the House on 
the bill, in order that some final disposition might 
be made of it. And he did believe the passage 


He adverted to the probability | 


| 








May 20. 
it was these volunteer companies that were ac- | After some further remarks from Messrs. | of the present bill would 





roduce the most bene- 
ficial results to our aiiala frontiers, and would 
have a tendency to give permanent peace and 
security to our injured and suffering citizens, He 
would, however, observe, that he looked with con- 
fidence to the militia of Georgia and Alabama to 
do their duty; and he had no fears, if an oppor- 
tunity were afforded them, that they would 
preeeomet to the theater of action, and at 
once subdue the merciless savages, and avenge 
the deaths of their murdered neighbors and friends, 

But Mr. G. said he had great apprehension stij] 
as to Florida, and was indeed fearful that there 
would be a codperation with the Seminoles and 
| the lower Creeks; in which event, no one could 
foretell or foresee what would be the ultimate con- 
sequences, or when the war, now raging, would 
be brought to a close. He thought, therefore, 
if the bill could pass at once, thousands of vol- 
unteers from different sections of the country 
would be found entering the ranks, enrolling 
themselves for service, and flying to any standard 
| where those services might be required; and he 
did believe and hope that many of them would 
have the pride and gratification of aiding in 
bringing to a close the unfortunate and ill-fated 
war of Florida, and would ultimately render 
lasting services in our north@estern and other 
frontiers. Mr. G. then concluded his remarks 
by making a strong appeal to the House to act 
at once on the bill, and dispose of it in some way 
or other, without further delay. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, confessed that he 
had listened to the suggestions of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Beit] with some surprise. 
He did not know on what information the gen- 
tleman had founded his opinions; but gentlemen 
had certainly seen the statement of the com- 
mander of Fort Mitchell, that six thousand war- 
riors could at any time be brought into the field. 
Mr. W. had seen, on Thursday last, a gentleman 
who was incapable of being deceived, and he 
had informed Mr. W. that there was a general 
movement among the Creek Indians. Besides 
this, the Seminoles were advancing towards the 
Creeks, and it was to be feared that in a short 
time there would be a general Indian war, from 
the Creek line to the Gulf of Mexico. He called 
upon Congress to. act, and act speedily. He 
said the numbers of the Indians were greater than 
gentlemen generally imagined—General Gaines 
had estimated the Seminoles at fifteen hundred, 
and General Scott at twelve hundred; and, from 
every appearance, it was to be feared that a 
general war would break out. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, agreed 
fully with gentlemen as to the danger of an erup- 
tion, not only of the Creeks, but of other Indian 
tribes. It will be remembered that months past 
he had expressed his fears on this subject, which 
| were then regarded as visionary. He was very 
| sorry that his predictions were in the course of 
| 








such terrible fulfillment. He had as much, sym- 
pathy, and as many personal reasons for that 
sympathy, as any man on this floor; as many of 
his kindred and his blood, and as dear to him, 
were on that frontier, as of any other member. 
But it was precisely on that account that he was 
opposed to a measure not only of permanent and 
reat danger, but of present impracticability. 
Hie would not, under a momentary panic, vote 
for a measure likely to cause so much evil, and 
certain to have no practical beneficial results. 
| He had no hesitation in saying that men will not 
_ volunteer ander officers to be appointed by the 
President. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Gasapowe) said that these volunteers, as they are* 
called, will be furnished by Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. He is mistaken. There is no place to 
which he would sooner go for volunteers, properly 
so called, than to those States; but the are the 
last to which he would go to enlist soldiers in 4 
regular army. This would be, in every attribute, — 
a regular army, and ydu will nit none to join it 
but such as would enlist. Men are not to be 
cheated into enlisting in a regular army by calling 
them volunteers. — : 
He spoke of the people he was acquainted with, 
and said with confidence, that whilst they would 
promptly volunteer in this or any other emer- 
gency, under their own officers, men in whose 
courage, skill protection, and kindness, they 
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